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Message from Board President  
and Executive Director

Lately, every discussion about water 
in the west leaves us feeling like the 
grumpy uncle no one wants to sit 
next to during the holidays. Headlines 
with words like “crisis,” “drought,” 
“shortage,” and “deadline” tend to 
leave us feeling like the situation is 
hopeless. The problem is too big. 
Compromise is a thing of the past. 
There will never be enough water. 
And then it starts to snow… and for 
a moment, we remember the promise 
and possibility that each new year 
brings. The year 2022 brought many 
of these water issues to the forefront 
of local and national news. While they 
may be late to the party, increasing 
media coverage of the crisis facing 
western water gives Roaring Fork 
Conservancy (RFC) and our many 
partners the opportunity to raise 
awareness, grow understanding, and 
highlight the potential we have when 
we work together and succeed locally.

While the news media reported on 
dwindling levels in Lakes Powell and 
Mead, RFC education staff were 
bridging the divide between east and 
west slope through our Watershed Pen 
Pals program. At the same time, our 
water quality staff was participating in 
a coordinated effort to document and 
better understand potential impacts 
and threats to the stream health in the 
Roaring Fork headwaters. Meanwhile, 

our board president was planting low 
water use turf at the Basalt Regional 
Library. And, science and policy staff 
were working with multiple partners to 
improve stream health in the Crystal 
Valley. Unlike that grumpy uncle, 
we are not drowning our sorrows in 
another glass of eggnog - we are taking 
action, growing partnerships, and 
facilitating change.

We do not take the dwindling supply, 
growing demand, and uncertainty of 
western water’s future lightly. RFC has 
intentionally chosen a path of local 
action to do our part to positively 
impact our watershed. While many 
aspects remain out of our control, we 
are dedicated to action, education, 
and cooperation on behalf of the rivers 
and all those who love, use, and rely  
on them.

We are proud of our accomplishments 
and the work we continue to do to 
bring people together to protect 
our rivers. We are humbled by the 
support of our donors, partners, 
and associates, knowing that we 
have accomplished so much more by 
effectively working together. Going 
forward we intend to continue to foster 
long-term relationships and create 
new connections, working together to 
explore, value, and protect the Roaring 
Fork Watershed.  
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RFC prides ourselves in “bringing people together to protect our rivers.” But what does that really 
look like? As we reemerge into a time of gathering, we continue to find innovative ways to bring 
diverse groups together, united by the river.

“Coming together is the beginning. Keeping together  is progress. Working together is success.” – Henry Ford

Together to Study  
Lincoln Creek Coordinated 
Water Quality Sampling  
RFC joined a diverse collaborative 
to monitor and study water 
quality concerns on Lincoln Creek 
in response to potential impacts 
from upstream historic mining. 
Read more about this project on 
page 15.

Together to Monitor  
Robust Water Quality 
Monitoring Creates a Legacy 
RFC staff began monitoring water 
quality in Basalt in 1997. From 
those humble beginnings, RFC’s 
water quality monitoring program 
has grown to include 22 sites 
throughout the watershed - one 
of the most comprehensive and 
consistent monitoring programs  
in the state. Long-term water 
quality monitoring allows RFC 
to watch for changes, both 
abrupt and over time. From 
this, targeted studies have been 
created to further investigate areas 
of concern. Results from these 
studies are used to foster best 
management practices and inform 
policy decisions.

Together to Collaborate  
Part of the Bigger Picture  
RFC regularly partners with 
cooperative groups to both help 
represent our watershed and 
participate in the collaborative 
efforts in our region and the larger 
Colorado basin. RFC actively 
participates in the Colorado 
Basin Roundtable including 
Basin Implementation Plan and 
Colorado’s Water Plan updates, 
Northwest Colorado Council of 
Governments Water Quality and 
Quantity Committee, Roaring Fork 
Watershed Collaborative, Glenwood 
Canyon Restoration Alliance, and 
the Future Forest Roundtable. 

Together to Enhance Restoration and Efficiency Project at Riverfront Park The Crystal River 
Restoration and Weaver Ditch Efficiency Project will restore and enhance the riverine and riparian corridor through 
an impaired half-mile, 18-acre reach of the Crystal River through the Town of Carbondale. Based on the findings 
of the stakeholder-driven 2016 Crystal River Management Plan, this project brings together several identified 
management priorities in a cohesive project that is both beneficial to its target reach and a replicable demonstration 
of multi-benefit restoration. The project will increase aquatic habitat structure and in-stream connectivity, improve 
channel and bank stability, and enhance riparian buffers. Over 1,000 native plants of more than 25 different riparian 
species will be introduced to the site. In addition, the improvements to the adjacent Riverfront Park will provide 
an accessible path to the river and floodplain bench, improve the rustic trail, add dedicated angler access points, 
and create a natural outdoor classroom space. The modifications to the park will create the only location within 
the Town of Carbondale for people of all abilities to access the Crystal River, providing a unique opportunity for all 
valley residents to experience the Crystal River corridor, fostering the creation of future river stewards and inspiring 
protection of critical riparian and riverine environments. Over four years of planning and outreach contributed to the 
current project using feedback and input from the stakeholder group, including the Town of Carbondale, RFC, Aspen 
Valley Land Trust, American Rivers, and Colorado Parks and Wildlife. With diverse stakeholders, multiple funders, 
and several site-specific constraints, the complex planning and design process required extensive collaboration to 
bring together a project to benefit the Crystal River.
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Together to Preserve  
Outstanding Waters  
RFC joined the Colorado River 
Basin Outstanding Waters 
Coalition, a group of local, 
state, regional and national 
NGOs, working together to 
evaluate eligible reaches for 
“Outstanding Waters” designation 
in the Colorado River Basin. The 
process includes significant water 
quality monitoring, stakeholder 
outreach, and submittal to the 
Colorado Water Quality Control 
Commission. Streams designated 
as “Outstanding Waters” receive 
additional protections to 
safeguard their high quality and 
unique natural resource values.

Together to Improve  
Out of the Reservoir and into 
the Fryingpan Since 2019, RFC 
has been working with partners at 
the Colorado Water Conservation 
Board (CWCB) and Colorado 
River Water Conservation District 
to supplement winter flows in 
the Fryingpan River. Studies 
commissioned by RFC in the early 
2000’s showed increased anchor 
ice can detrimentally affect the 
macroinvertebrate community 
and diversity in the Fryingpan 
River. However, maintaining flows 
at 60-70 cfs can both minimize 
anchor ice formation and increase 
resiliency in recovery from 
previous ice related impacts. RFC 
has monitored anchor ice weekly 
every winter since November 2020, 
providing results which informed 
management practices for Ruedi 
Reservoir. In 2022, with additional 
partnership from the Colorado 
Water Trust, releases from Ruedi 
Reservoir began in December, a 
time when, historically anchor 
ice has been a concern but water 
was not available. In addition, 
RFC showed local support for this 
ecologically beneficial program 
through funding partners in Pitkin 
County Healthy Rivers, Town of 
Basalt, City of Aspen, and Roaring 
Fork Fishing Guide Alliance to 
supplement the generous funding 
from the CWCB’s River and Lake 
Protection Section.

Together to Inform  
A Voice for the River  
RFC continued to serve as 
a technical advisor for the 
City of Glenwood Springs 
and Glenwood Springs River 
Commission on river health, 
outreach, and policy projects, 
Middle Colorado Watershed 
Council’s implementation of post 
Grizzly Creek Fire water quality 
monitoring, and for Colorado 
River Watch’s development of new 
online water quality data tools.

Together to Grow  
Going Green at the Basalt 
Regional Library Sometimes, 
with less water, the grass is 
actually greener. Amidst persistent 
drought in the American West, the 
custom of growing a lush green 
lawn has come into question in 
the conservation community. 
However, old habits die hard, 
and sometimes these lawns are 
functional and perhaps necessary 
community gathering places. 
So in cases where a lawn is 
justified, how can one maintain 
an ethic of water conservation? 
One way might be to change the 
type of grass without changing 
its function. This summer, RFC 
partnered with Basalt Regional 
Library to remove a section of 
traditional blue grass and replace 
it with a tall fescue mixture that 
requires only half the water to 
produce the green grass aesthetic 
and feel. Haven’t noticed the new 
grass outside the library? Well 
then, perhaps the low water grass 
might not be any greener… but it 
also isn’t any less.

Together to Connect  
Crossing the Divide by Snail 
Mail In 2022, RFC Education 
staff shared a connection between 
Basalt Middle School and Vista 
Peak Exploratory School (Aurora, 
CO) students that they may not 
have been aware of: Fryingpan 
River water. The Fryingpan River, 
which flows through Basalt, 
also flows through the Busk-
Ivanhoe tunnel to provide water 
to residents of Aurora. Armed 
with a pen and paper, students 
shared different experiences and 
ideas related to water through 
old fashioned letter writing. This 
innovative and unique program 
emphasizes how water connects 
us, and at the same time sheds 
light on water management. 
Students and teachers from 
both schools fostered valuable 
relationships and gained new 
understanding about different 
communities united by water.

Together to Protect  
Ice Jam Release Warnings 
Keep Winter River Users 
Safe For many years, RFC staff 
have taken an interest in ice jam 
releases on the Roaring Fork 
River. These captivating events 
occur when a rise in temperature 
releases ice built up in the river. 
As the ice breaks up it flows 
downstream and can get wedged 
in other moving or fixed pieces 
of ice. The now jammed ice can 
form an impromptu dam, sealing 
the downstream flow into a pool. 
As temperatures continue to rise, 
the ice continues to melt, and 
the dam eventually breaches, 
sending a slurry of large slabs of 
ice and debris downstream in a 
frozen tidal wave. Through years 
of observation, RFC has come 
to understand the circumstances 
that make the river ripe for such 
events. Working with Pitkin 
County Emergency Management, 
National Weather Service, Town 
of Basalt Police, Pitkin Sheriff 
and Eagle County Sheriff, RFC’s 
on the ground observations are 
instrumental in a warning system 
sent out through Pitkin Alerts to 
inform the public when ice jams 
are likely or in progress. This helps 
local emergency workers clear 
dangerous riverfront areas, and 
alert anglers to exit the river ahead 
of hazardous conditions.

Photo: Paul Hilts
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As the Roaring Fork Valley’s population changes so do the needs of the river, 
and in turn, the needs of watershed education. Over the last few years, the 
student population has changed with more students coming from New York, 
Texas, California, the Midwest, and Central America. RFC recognizes that 
there is a disparity of baseline understanding of mountain environments. To 
bridge this gap RFC has developed short, fun videos, and online activities 
for students before they join us in field programs. Providing these pre-
session opportunities can level the playing field and increase the depth and 
impact of programming for all participants.

RFC educators are constantly assessing group 
dynamics to gage if the content being 
presented is understandable. Over the past 
year, there have been many times when 
students have not had the opportunity to 
see wetlands, riparian animals, and other 
keystone species during their formative years. 
Students have also experienced an increase of 
screen time which has presented both benefits 
and challenges. RFC’s educational goal is to reach 
and connect with every student.

It is a joy to watch the light turn 
on and the excitement grow as 
students discover a reference 
point, allowing them to really 
dive into the concepts. The best 
teaching takes place not through 
teachers lecturing but through 
self-connections as the human 
brain has evolved to learn through 
real experience and play. These 
connections are then shared and 
transferred to friends and family 
helping those new to the valley 
understand the importance of 
healthy rivers.

Snow Crystals & Avalanches! 

In this program, students study snow crystals and 
learn about how snowflakes form. They identify states 
of matter, dig a snow pit, and create a class size snow 
crystal. A perfect pairing with this program is the 
Avalanche class where students learn about the effects  
of natural disasters by studying avalanches.

Streamgages: Measuring the Dynamics of A River

Measuring stream flow in rivers is similar to taking the 
pulse of blood flow in a human body. It is important 
to measure flow so that scientists and water managers 
can make informed decisions about a stream’s health. 
Students measure velocity and learn about Newton’s 
Laws of Motion as they study hydrology.

Playful Otter 

Students spend some time by the river learning about 
the North American river otters’ relationship with other 
animals, discovering how specialized they are for living 
in rivers, and mimicking an otter’s sensory adaptations. 
Students are amazed to find out otters reside in  
local rivers!

Effects of Fires On Watersheds

What are the benefits and consequences of forest fires 
on watersheds? How is the changing climate influencing 
fires? Students learn all this and more through art 
projects and even by visiting a burn scarred landscape.

Beavers as Ecosystem Engineers

Beavers are a keystone species in stream ecosystems 
and by playing a giant Jenga®-type game created by 
RFC educators, students come to understand how 
beavers create valuable wetlands that protect our 
rivers.
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Staying Current

Glenwood Canyon Mudslide 2021 (photo: CDOT) 

RFC’s innovative educators created  
5 new programs in 2022!

Photo: Megen O’Leary

Photo: CDOT

Photo: Rachel Thompson

 Photo: Sonya Hemmen

The educational goal of RFC is 
to reach and connect with every 
student.

RFC’s  
educational goal  
is to reach and 
connect with  

every student.
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22 
Watershed 

Explorations 
reached  
338 

residents and 
tourists

662  
children  
attended  

47 RFC led 
Summer  
Camps

37% 
of school  

programs took 
place at The  
River Center

75 
First-year raft 

 guides representing 
6 outfitters 

participated in 
interpretive  

River Ecology  
training

Roaring Fork  
Conservancy taught  
297 education  

programs making  
over 6,205  

contacts  
in 2022!

46 anglers 
participated in 

RFC’s Youth and 
Adult Fly Fishing 

Clinics

RFC  
educators taught  
236 river and 

watershed     
related school  

programs reaching    
4,719  

students

Photo: Rachel Thompson

Photo: Nathalie Nevins
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 The Brooksher Watershed Institute

The Brooksher Watershed Institute is a series of presentations from 
local, state, regional, and national water leaders addressing our most 
precious resource, water. In its fourth year, RFC offered three virtual and 
two in-person presentations and each program provided opportunities 
for participants to engage in dialogue with these water leaders. The 
topics included measuring soil moisture to understand a changing water 
supply, how earlier summers and nutrient enrichment are promoting 
algae blooms in alpine lakes, binational collaboration in restoring the 
Colorado River Delta, understanding the science of snow, and author 
talk and book signing with Kirk Wallace Johnson. The presentations had 
over 285 attendees from around the world and recorded presentations 
were viewed over 300 times. 

The Brooksher Watershed Institute recorded presentations, slides, or 
related reports are available at www.roaringfork. org/education-and-
outreach/brooksher-watershed-institute/.

 24th Annual Fryingpan & Beyond 
 River Cleanup

For a third year in a row, the Fryingpan & Beyond River Cleanup took 
place over the course of a week allowing individuals and families 
to space out while collecting roadside debris. Over 125 residents 
and visitors picked up trash along 14 miles of road adjacent to the 
Fryingpan River, the Roaring Fork River from Aspen to Glenwood 
Springs, the Crystal River all the way up to Redstone – a cleanup first! - 
and even along the Colorado River.

 City of Glenwood Springs

RFC partnered with the Glenwood Springs River Commission 
on community outreach and education projects:

  Participated in the Glenwood Springs annual RiverFEST 
event. Over 200 volunteers, the largest turnout ever, 
worked to clean up trash along streams and rivers 
throughout Glenwood Springs and ended with lunch 
and festivities.

  Assisted in a riparian planting project by planting native 
shrubs and grasses around the Two Rivers Park boat ramp 
on the Colorado River.

 Programs with RFC & RFOV

Roaring Fork Outdoor Volunteers (RFOV) invited RFC to 
partner on the following projects in 2022:

  Approximately 30 volunteers and staff worked to improve 
the Maroon Creek wetlands and riparian habitat by 
removing an outdated sprinkler system, beaver fencing 
that was impacting tree growth, invasive plants, and 
accumulated dead undergrowth.

  Volunteers spent the day at Coffman Ranch and removed 
200 feet of fencing, built 264 feet of trail, removed 14 bags 
of thistle, and installed bird boxes.

  Over 30 volunteers restored the pond area at Coal Basin 
Ranch with seeding and planting of over 85 native plants. 
That was only after they removed the clover and thistle and 
moved over 62 wheelbarrows of soil and compost. 

 Hot Spots for Trout

For the third year in a row, the lack of precipitation led to 
below average stream flows, resulting in increased water 
temperature. Higher water temperature holds less dissolved 
oxygen, which can stress fish and other aquatic life. To monitor 
these conditions, RFC staff and eight volunteers collected over 
200 water temperature data points from around the Roaring 
Fork Watershed. Data collected by volunteers enhanced RFC’s 
ability to monitor the watershed, engage with the public, and 
identify future water quality and habitat concerns.

 River Stewards

RFC’s River Stewards, a dedicated group of young 
professionals, spearhead community engagement events to 
inspire young river enthusiasts to explore, value, and protect 
the Roaring Fork watershed. These passionate individuals 
helped kickoff the Fryingpan and Beyond River Cleanup, ran 
several social media campaigns, and volunteered at river 
restoration projects. This fun, multi-talented, and committed 
cohort meets monthly.

 “Iron Fly” Fly Tying Competition

Roaring Fork Valley Fly Fishing Club and RFC co-hosted the 
6th annual Iron Fly Competition at the Tipsy Trout in early 
February. Iron Fly is a fly tying event combined with a little, 
friendly competition. Competitors are provided with secret and 
“funky” materials that must be used in each creative fly tied. 
Over 100 people attended this fun-filled annual fundraiser for 
both organizations.

Community 
Outreach and 
Engagement

Photo: Lucas TenHarmsel

Photo: RFOV
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Lincoln Creek, in the upper Roaring Fork Watershed, faces numerous water 
quality and quantity challenges. The headwaters of the creek contain historic 
mining areas, including Ruby Mine, which are on the state list of abandoned 
mines. Ruby Mine historically produced silver, lead, zinc, copper, and 
manganese. Further downstream sits Grizzly Reservoir, where water diverted 
from the upper Roaring Fork River, Lincoln Creek, and numerous other 
tributaries, is collected and sent through a transmountain diversion to the 
Arkansas River Watershed.

In late summer 2021, Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) documented a fish 
kill in Grizzly Reservoir and implemented follow-up water quality monitoring 
and fish surveys. Results showed numerous water quality impacts, particularly 
elevated dissolved copper concentrations. This, along with other observations, 
has caused concern that something has changed at Ruby Mine, potentially 
impacting Lincoln Creek and affecting aquatic life.

In response, a large collaborative formed to evaluate water quality conditions 
more thoroughly. The collaborative grew to include numerous government 
agencies and two non-profit organizations, with every partner providing 
their own area of expertise throughout the planning and monitoring process. 
Partners include:

• Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
• Colorado Division of Reclamation, Mining, and Safety
• Colorado Parks and Wildlife
• Pitkin County Environmental Health
• Roaring Fork Conservancy
• Trout Unlimited
• United States Environmental Protection Agency
• United States Geological Survey
• United States Forest Service

In 2022, two intensive water quality and quantity surveys were conducted by 
the collaborative. Staff from nearly every agency worked together to conduct 
monitoring activities along Lincoln Creek from above Ruby Mine down to the 
confluence with, and including, the Roaring Fork River. A significant number 
of water quality constituents, flow measurements, and even soil samples were 
collected/measured during the field work. Automated samplers were also 
installed to continue documenting water quality conditions throughout  
the winter.

The outcome of all this work is a huge array of data, which is currently being 
analyzed by the Environmental Protection Agency. Results and analysis are due 
in early 2023, at which time the collaborative will evaluate the findings and 
explore next steps. This partnership between multiple government agencies 
and RFC, highlights how the collaborative process can be implemented to 
successfully respond to stream health concerns, with the whole truly being 
greater than the sum of its parts.

Collaboration is the Key



1716

 Colorado River Watch   

 RFC staff and volunteer stream teams conducted regular 
water quality monitoring at 22 Roaring Fork Watershed 
sites totaling 106 sample events. Thirteen dedicated 
volunteers worked a combined 134 hours.

 Implemented fall macroinvertebrate sampling at 8 
locations on the Roaring Fork and Fryingpan Rivers in 
cooperation with River Watch. RFC also assisted two local 
River Watch schools as they conducted macroinvertebrate 
sampling at their designated sites.

 Taught water quality monitoring and in-stream 
measurement protocols to 40 students, teachers, and 
watershed groups at the annual River Watch State 
Training in Cedaredge, CO.

 Hosted a one-day River Watch Training at the River 
Center. This training was provided to local teachers, 
organizations, and citizen science volunteers participating 
in the River Watch program.

 Trained Middle Colorado Watershed Council staff and 
Glenwood Springs Middle School students as they worked 
together to monitor Mitchell Creek in Glenwood Springs.

 Cattle Creek  

RFC conducted an eighth year of targeted biological and 
chemical monitoring at 3 Cattle Creek sites with funding from 
Garfield and Eagle Counties. This study has now documented 
several consecutive years of drought and corresponding low 
flow conditions and their potential impacts on water quality.

 Fryingpan River  

 For the ninth consecutive year, RFC monitored levels of 
the algae Didymosphenia geminata (didymo) in the Fryingpan 
River. Surveys of didymo stream bed coverage and basic 
water quality monitoring were conducted at 7 locations in 
spring, summer, and fall.

 RFC maintains temperature loggers at 3 sites within 
the Fryingpan River. These loggers measure stream 
temperature every hour and have operated year-round 
since 2013.

 For the third consecutive year, RFC monitored  
winter anchor ice at 7 locations along the lower  
Fryingpan River.

Water Quality
Accomplishments
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 Temperature Monitoring 

RFC maintained temperature loggers on the lower Roaring 
Fork River and Crystal Rivers in response to ongoing 
drought conditions leading to stream temperature 
concerns. In 2022, water quality staff replaced aging 
loggers and installed two new loggers. One logger was 
installed on the Roaring Fork River at Coffman Ranch in 
partnership with Aspen Valley Land Trust. The other was 
installed at RFC’s conservation easement on Cattle Creek. 
Data is shared with CPW in a joint effort to monitor 
potential impacts on aquatic life.

 Alpine Lake Algae Monitoring 

Continued partnering with the Independence Pass 
Foundation and the Institute of Arctic and Alpine 
Research at University of Colorado to study the presence 
of algae and algae blooms in remote alpine lakes. 
Conducted a second year of algal and water quality 
monitoring at Independence Lake.
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SHAWN  
CHEADLE

National Council  
Supporter Spotlight

WHAT HOOKED YOU WITH RFC?
Early on I learned water conservation, environmental conditions, and healthy water resources should 
be common desires for anyone fishing or enjoying water sports, snow skiing, or drinking clean water. 
RFC hooked me with its zealous advocacy of healthy and abundant Roaring Fork Valley water resources. 
Improving public access, protecting private access, cleaning and restoring riverbanks, RFC has trans-
formed policies, rules and physical access to the Roaring Fork Valley’s water resources unmatched by 
historical efforts in the Valley.

WHAT MADE YOU DECIDE TO GIVE 
YOUR FIRST GIFT?
Discussing RFC’s mission with its leadership and acquiring real 
estate in the Valley informed my decision to give to RFC. Res-
onating with RFC’s efforts, I felt in my heart a desire to em-
power RFC, in my own small way, to continue its mission for 
the community, for my friends and family, and for the future 
use and enjoyment of these important waters for all. I trust 
RFC as my advocate to protect and improve these resources 
for years to come.

WHAT DO YOU WISH PEOPLE 
KNEW ABOUT RFC?
I wish people knew more about the people of RFC. Having met 
many of the staff over the years, from Rick Lofaro on down, 
they live their lives for the mission of conservancy, and they’re 
fueled by a passion for the preservation of our precious water 
resources. Their personal drive to succeed in RFC’s mission  
is equal to the most ambitious people I’ve ever met, from rock-
et scientists to lawyers and professional athletes.  
People should know, RFC is its people.

Thank You to our  Thank You to our  
2022 National Council!2022 National Council!

Representing all parts of the United States, RFC National Council members make  
annual membership contributions of $1,500+. This support serves as the foundation of 

our funding, enables us to serve as a voice for the rivers, execute sound river science,  
inform decision-makers, and educate the next generation of river stewards.

If you’d like to join RFC’s 2023 National Council, please contact Sheryl Sabandal at sheryl@roaringfork.org.  
Above reflects November 2021-November 2022 membership term. 
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Tammy & Tom Kenning
Sally & Jim Klingbeil
Melissa & David Knight
Ann & Tom Korologos
Karen Gray-Krehbiel & John Krehbiel
The Kroger Company
Denise & Michael Latousek
Marianne & Bill Lederer
Rebecca & Doug Leibinger
Diane Oshin & Sidney Mandelbaum
Anna & Paul Marks
Laura & John Marlow
Victoria McLane
Sarah & Tim McMahon
Michal Ann Brimm & Michael McVoy
Beth & Kent Meager

Natalie & Duwayne Miller
Jean Moore
Jane & Clarke Nims
Sue & Kirk Patrick
Sherry & Brooks Reed
Rana Dershowitz & Brian Rose 
William Langley & Sue Rouse
Sarah Broughton & John Rowland
Jackie & David Rummel
Mary & Pat Scanlan
Nancy & John Schneider
Maren & Don Schuster
Terri & Rich Slivka
Kathryn & Benton Smallpage
Barrie & Nicholas Somers
Sandy & Stephen Stay
Alison & Carl Strelecki
AJ & Michael Thompson
Amy & Doug Throm
Joey & Anna Tumminello
Kelly & Curtis Vaughn
Gayle Waterman
Aspen Whitewater LLC
Marie & Bill Wise
Wild Woods Foundation

$500 - $1,499
Aaron Ward & Angela Anderson
Lisa & Steve Ayres
Katie & O’Connor Bailey
Suzanne & Randy Baird
Stephen & Susan Baird
Gerry & Bruce Barker
Currie & Thomas Barron
McLean & Scott Bayens
Ioana Beju
Heather & Greg Bryan
Lindsay & Shaun Cagley
Ruth Turnquist Carver
Shawn Cheadle
Chevron Employee Matching Funds
Christy & Steve Clettenberg
River Collective Colorado LLC
Jeff & Brittany Conklin
Gary Corbett
Sarah & Chris Daniels
Eleanor Davis
John Deere Foundation
Sarah & Brendan Doran
DuBose Family Foundation
Henry Pitot & Kika Dudiak

Gina & Chris Eckley
Jen & Stephen Ellsperman
Suzanne & Stefan Evanoff
Bert Exum
Melanie Falk
Renee & Jonathan Feldman
Skip Behrhorst & Donna Fisher
Ashley Friedman Fund at  

The Denver Foundation
Susan & Scott Garcia
Alfred Gardner
Judy & Andy Girardot
Lindsay & Tom Gorman
Community Foundation for Northern 

Virginia - The Grymes Fund
Frank J. Guyol
Cindy & Arthur Harding
Blair & Samuel Hartnett
Kathy & William Hegberg
Casady M Henry
Nancy & Charlie Hess
Brian & Heather Milne Hipona
Hire Family Foundation
HNTB Companies
Katie & Rob Holton
Hotel Colorado
Janis & George Huggins
Carol & Michael Hundert
Keith Ikeda
Nina Beardsley Itin & Tim Itin
David Johnson
Mike & Laura Kaplan Advised Fund at 

Aspen Community Foundation
Richard Kaplan
Jan & Jim Kingham
Kovler Family Foundation
Ramsey & Steve Kropf
Rosemarie Lavender
Erika & Rob Leavitt
Francine Liebel
Christine & Andrew Light
Charmaine Locke
Richard Lofaro
Kristi & David Lumpkins
Cedric & Mary Anne Burgher
Mia Mascarin
Steven Mattics
Dan McMahon
Ann Mullins
Frank S. Peters & Marjory M. Musgrave
Kendra & Nick Nagey
Elaine Nagey

John Nicholson
Robert Ostermiller
Elli & Lucas Peck
Anne & Tim Racke
Sara Ransford
Seven Star Rebekah Lodge  No. 91
Judy & Jim Rifkin
RiverRestoration.org, LLC
Native Roots
Andy Rothschild
Karen & Yuani Ruiz
Mary & Loren Ryerson
Jessie Goff & Marco Salmen
Donald and Sarah Verser Flournoy
Jenny & Todd Sauer
Kate Van Schaack
Mary & Robert Schoofs
Mercy Bach & Jay Skyler
Karen Barch & Alan Stengel
Lucia Swanson
Tony Thelen
Cynthia & Fisher Trigg
David & Lynne Uhl
Sarah Miller & Chris Vaughan
Mary Catherine Vaughan
Carolyn O. Workman and Kurt Wacker
Jane & Bruce Warren
Margie Weber
Bill White
Stephanie Williams
Tammy Wolcott
Phyllis & Larry Yaw
Susan & David Young
Alix & Fabrizio Zangrilli

$100 - $499
Anonymous
Kathy Arensdorf
Aspen Film
Anonymous Fund at Aspen Community 

Foundation
A Squared Associates
J Gary Augustson
Mark Fuller & Penny Atzet
Anne & Tom Baker
Kathy & Carter Barger
Ruth & Jim Barnes
Brian Beazley
John Stickney & Lee Beck
Doris Bernard
Sallie & Tom Bernard

Elyse Elliott & Jeremy Bernstein
Bohmfalk Family Charitable Fund
Kip Bossong
Lynn & Bruce Bowen
Caroline Bradford
Amy Jonker Broersma
Clare Bronowski
Beck Brooks
William Browning
Budget Blinds of the High Country
Marc Campopiano
Helen Carlsen
Anonymous
Linda C. Carter
Cisco
Anne Austin-Clapper
Sue & David Clark
Larry Cohen
Karen & Terry Conklin
Jenny Connery
Pete Coppolillo
David Corbin
Mike Corbisiero
John & Susan Cottle
Janet Coursey
Chloe Couvreux
Amanda Cowhey
Julie Puchkoff & Samuel Cox
Stacey Mclendon Craft
Joseph Crotty
Jennie Curtis
Brian & Andy Davies
Jeffrey Dean
Richard Helmke & Marice Doll
Ellen Dube
Caroline W. Duell
Eliza & John Duncan
Nancy Dunlap
Tom & Lynn Dunlop
Janice & Leroy Duroux
Karen Edgerly
Don & Susan Edmonds
Jim Elliott
Lee A. Erb
Angela & Gary Evans
Mary Lou & Joe Farrell
Greg & Kathy Feinsinger
Arthur Ferguson
Nancy Ferrillo
Kay Norby Fial
Mendi Figueroa
Gina Berko & David Fleischer

Gifts and Contributions - Gifts and Contributions - Roaring Fork Conservancy acknowledges our generous donors and program sponsors.
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Gifts and Contributions - Gifts and Contributions - 

Donald J. Fleisher
Jen & Mark Fortunato
Ken Neubecker & Paula Fothergill
Thomas & Darlene Fridstein
Deborah S. Froeb
Bob Fryklund
Chris & Connie Geiman
Jillian Gibbs
Linda & Mark Giesecke
Joe Merriam & Kathy Gingery
Katherine & Shawn Gleason
Anne Goldberg
Jean & David Goldstein
Marion Greene
Krystina Greenwood
Daisy & Shaun Hargrave
Mindi Harman
Lelia Harriman
Maura & Kim Harrower
Haley Hart
Susan Hartnett
Sarah Hassell
Robin Haugland
Jeff Heidemann
Susan Helm
Kristen Henry
Sherry & Rick Herrington
Sue & Robert Hess
Marcee & Tim Hobbs
Anonymous
Katie Hoffmaster
Linda & Gregg Hollomon
Kay & Ned Holmes
Ed Holub
Amy Honey
Henry Hurd
Sandy Jackson
Monica & Richard Jefferies
Sandra & Peter Johnson
Nancy Johnson
Ann Johnson
Todd Jost
Kevin Messerschmidt & Denise Jurgens
Ryan Kalamaya
Jeffrey Kallenberg
Alexandra Karlinski
Suzy Karlinski
Jordie Karlinski
Chris Kiley
Carol King
James Kirschvink
Lani Kitching

Sandy Klein
Marcella Knable
Lorena & Mitch Knotts
Ellen Knous
Karen Kribs
Jean & Richard Leety
Kayla & Jim Lehmann
Chris Lemons
Allison Lewin
Anonymous
Maureen Lewin
Carol & Bill Lightstone
John & Catharine Livingston
Lindsay & Rick Lofaro
Jamie Lofaro
Tracey Lucks
Pamela & Craig Mackey
Kim & William Madden
Leslie Madsen
Martin & Carolyn Manosevitz
Talon Marquard
James Harrison & Mary Jo Kimbrough
Sue & Bill Mason
Buzz & Dot McArthur
William McCollum
Marc McCurry
Heidi McGuire
Darrell Brown & Suzanne McNitt
Isabel Melvin
Shelly & Jay Merriam
Lee & Paul Michaels
Gregg & Mary Beth Minion
Minted LLC
Doyen & James Mitchell
Dick & Ann Moebius
Ashley Moffatt
Amy Moore
Richard Moore
Kirsten & Rob Morey
Chuck Bellock & Maggie Morrison
Mary Jo Murphy
Jill & Jeff Muscatello
Leslie P. Neveu
Robin Van Norman
Carolyn & James O’Donnell
Janet & Robert Olson
Shannon Outing
Terri & Bill Parsons
Ian Paton
Robert & Marci Pattillo
Melinda & Norman Payson
Nancy Pearce

Aaron Pearlman
Bill Fales & Marj Perry
Carol Hood Peterson & Brooke Peterson
Nancy Peterson
Kim & Mike Petrie
Lance Clark & Susan Philp
Bonnie & Kenneth Pletcher
Brook & Dave Portman
Jayne & Bill Poss
Susan D. Proctor
Andrija Prodanovic
Jan M. Quint
Rebecca J. Ragan
Allison & David Ratajczak
John Rehl
Kristen & Troy Rhudy
Anonymous
Louisa & John Ritsick
Trudy & Fritz Rudow
Heather Sackett
W. Durand Eppler & Jean Scandlyn
Mary Schmidt-Libby
Diane & Rob Schwener
Ellen & Charles Seymour
Christopher G. Sharrow
Nirvana Sherman
Carolyn & Dan Shipp
Andy Siefkes
Katie Soden
Robert Sorrell
Aspen Snowmass Sotheby’s 

International Realty
Lorraine & Pat Spector
Maile Spung
Stephanie Stach
Patricia Stranahan
Gretchen Straub
Lauren Street
CALIBRE SYSTEMS
Henry Teague
Suzanne Wolff & Gary Tennenbaum
Susan Terra
Ashley Tesmer
Tori & Tony Thompson
Richard Thompson
Denise & Tom Tomaskovic
Erich Trepte
Linda Vidal
Colin Wagoner
Robert Ward
Donna & Tom Ward
Cynthia Wayburn

Emily & Fred Weitz
Sam Weller
Gayle & Richard Wells
Nancy & Ted White
Everett J. Wiehe
Jan Williams
Melissa Wills
John Patrick Wilson
Mary & Hugh Wise
Mary & Ron Wolff
Stephanie & Horace Work
Courtney Wyckoff
Kathy & Michael Yang

$25 - $99
Paul Adolph
Michael Agostinho
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Oak Applegate
CCY Architects
Nancy & Bill Baldwin
Jack Butterfield & Jeanne Beaudry
James Benson
Paula Bethune
Nell & Bill Birk
Cindy Blachly
Judie Blanchard
Liz & John Bokram
Nicolas Bray
Bristlecone Mountain Sports
Margaretta Bruegger
Molly & Steven Child
Kendall Joan Christianson
Susan Christman
Todd Christman
Barbara Collins
Michelle Collins
Natasha Lucero-Conklin
Marielle Cowdin
Helen Davis
Mary Dominick
Kate & Andy Elliott
Peter Ellis
Norris & Susan Ewalt
Georgia Chamberlain & John Foulkrod
Mark Frymoyer
Judy Gaukel
Jon Gibans

Erika Gibson
Carson Gilchrist
Ava Gomes
Donna & Bernie Grauer
Cheri Grinnell
Nick Groos
Darryl Grosjean
Stephen Hamano
David Hamilton
Mark Harris
Bonnie Draina & Matthew Heck
Paul Hempel
Hilary Hess
Bill Hoblitzell
Nancy & Peter Hoffmann
Ben Holland
Jann Holland
Viola L Huber
Mark Hubley
Michael Hurst
John Illeman
Audrey Imhoff
Mary Ann Inouye
Wayne & Jo Ann Ives
Stephanie Janiga
Greg Jeung
John Katzenberger & Deb Jones
Dave Kanzer
Mary & John Killebrew
David Swersky & Geni King
Kerry Koebbe
Katherine Kral
Becky & Jack LaCroix
Bryce Laird
Megan Lamb
Ann Larson
Sharon Leach
Terry Lee
Chapin Lewis
Lisa Dancing-Light
Susan Linden
Penny & Don LoFaro
Verna Lofaro
Jennifer & Greg Long
Valerie J MacDonald
Tommy Latousek & Eva Malanowski
Kathleen Mann
Lorna Marchand
Megan Marcinkowski
Kimberly Matthews
Barbie & Michael Maxson
Michele McClinton

Bob McDonough
Christina Medved
Janet Miedema
Liza Mitchell
Elizabeth Och
Caroline Olin
Adam Olson
Jane Orahood
Craig Van Orden
Suzy Meredith-Orr
Dede B Osborn
Richard Parachini
David Patten
F J Pearson
Ralph Pretti
Bryna Ram
Lauren Raymond
Gerry Roehm
Tiff & Chad Rudow
Kaja Rumney
Betsey Safford
Ellen Sanders
Mike Sawyer
Rick Sayre
Nicole Schoenbrunn
Judith J. Schramm
Scott Schwarting
Nancy & Mark Silverman
Jamin Heady-Smith
Lisa Smith
Nicholette Smith
John Hoffmann & Kim Stacey
Janda Steward
Walter Stoeckl
Tripp & Gabriella Sutro
Kathleen Sydoryk
Brooks Tanner
John Taufer
Eric Sam Thomas
Katie Trese
Kellie Ulrich
Ryan Vugteveen
Kyle Waddick
Stella Wagner
Hunt Walker
John Werning
Philippa Whitcomb
Jason White
Katie Hyman & Nate White
Lori & Ken Williams
Lee Wilson
Wendy Zechman

Roaring Fork Conservancy acknowledges our generous donors and program sponsors.
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In Memory of Adam Roberts
Nancy Peterson

In Memory of Alder Wise
Kim & Mike Petrie

In Memory of Bob Waterman
Monica & Richard Jefferies

In Memory of Britton White
Judy & Andy Girardot

In Memory of Dick Nelson
Richard Thompson

In Memory of E.T. & June Evans
Joel & Sherri Evans

In Memory of Joey V
Richard Lofaro

In Memory of Joseph Anderson 
Christina Medved

In Memory of Martha & LeRoy Waterman
Judith Huston

In Memory of Michael Snowgoose Wagner
Stella Wagner

In Memory of Mike Augustyniak
Ruth & Jim Barnes

In Memory of Randy Linden
Susan Linden

In Honor of Charlie Ferguson
Tammy & Tom Kenning

In Honor of Cindy Blachly
CCY Architects

In Honor of Denise, Rick, Leigh, Paul, Heather, 
& Jeanne
Denise Tomaskovic

In Honor of Dr. Philip H. Taylor
Jann Holland

In Honor of Pat and Marjorie Hayes
Kathy Arensdorf

In Honor of Paula Fothergill
Ken Neubecker & Paula Fothergill

In Honor of Reggie & Rya Lewin
Allison Lewin

In Honor of Rick Lofaro 
Ruth & Dan Flournoy 
Maura & Kim Harrower 
Caroline Olin

In Honor of Rob O’Connor
Brian & Heather Milne Hipona

In Memory ofIn Memory of

In Honor ofIn Honor of
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Partners

Alpine Bank
American Rivers
American Whitewater
Aspen Camp of the Deaf and Hard  

of Hearing
Aspen Center for Environmental Studies
Aspen Community School
Aspen Country Day School
Aspen Skiing Company
Aspen Valley Land Trust
Basalt Elementary School
Basalt High School
Basalt Regional Library
Bassalt Middle School
Bessie Minor Swift Foundation
Bridges High School
Carbondale Chamber of Commerce
Carbondale Community School
Carbondale Middle School
City of Aspen
City of Glenwood Springs
Colorado Foundation for  

Water Education
Colorado Parks and Wildlife
Colorado River Water  

Conservation District

Colorado State University (SPUR)
Colorado Water Conservation Board
Colorado Water Trust
Crystal River Environmental  

Protection Association
Eagle County
Eagle River Watershed Council
Garfield County
Glenwood Canyon Restoration Alliance
Glenwood Springs Community Center
Glenwood Springs Elementary School
Glenwood Springs High School
Glenwood Springs Middle School 
Glenwood Springs River Commision
Growing Years Preschool
Independence Pass Foundation 
Marble Charter School
Middle Colorado Watershed Council
Mountain Valley Developmental Services
Mount Sopris Conservation District
National Weather Service 
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Pitkin County
Pitkin County Emergency Management
Pitkin County Healthy Rivers Board
Pitkin County Library

Pitkin County Open Space & Trails
River Network
River Watch of Colorado
Roaring Fork Fishing Guide Alliance
Roaring Fork Outdoor Volunteers
Roaring Fork Valley Fly Fishing Club
Ross Montessori School
Ruedi Water and Power Authority
Sopris Elementary School
State of Colorado
Taylor Creek Fly Shops
The Marble Hub 
The Roaring Fork Club
The Thrift Shop of Aspen
Town of Basalt
Town of Carbondale
Trout Unlimited
Two Rivers Community School
University of Colorado Boulder 
US Bureau of Reclamation
US Forest Service
Waldorf School on the Roaring Fork 
Water Education Colorado
Wilderness Workshop 
Winter Wildlands Alliance

2022 Premier Business Membership

Berthod Motors
Land Design 39
RJ Paddywacks Pet Outfitter
Altitude Advisory, LLC
OpenSnow
CCY Architects
Karp Neu Hanlon

Crystal Fly Shop
Jordie Karlinski Compass Real Estate
Sopris Fishing Outfitters
Proudline Guided Flyfishing
K and W Concrete, Inc.
Incline Ski and Board Shop
Blazing Adventures

Barnes, Pearson & Rudow PC
Altitude Audio Visual
Bristlecone Mountain Sports
Odell Brewing Company
Organic Return
32 Winds Wine
Woody Creek Distillers

2022 Standard Business Membership

Roaring Fork Fishing Guide Alliance
JD Fly Fishing

Maley Building Corporation

To make a tax-deductible contribution please visit www.roaringfork.org/donate
or contact Sheryl Sabandal, Development Director, at (970) 927-1290 or sheryl@roaringfork.org.

Gifts and Contributions - Gifts and Contributions - Roaring Fork Conservancy acknowledges our generous donors and program sponsors.
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2022 OPERATING EXPENSES

2022 OPERATING REVENUES

26

2022 Expenses
Programming $613,121

Fundraising $259,328

Administration $234,621

Funding Reserves  $7,000

Total  $1,114,070

2022 Revenues
Events $385,300
Grants $191,173
Memberships/Donations $408,911
RETA $32,410
Programming $58,983
Other $37,391

Total                          $1,114,168

Roaring Fork Conservancy is an independent 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization registered in the state of Colorado. 
Roaring Fork Conservancy donor records are not sold, exchanged, or provided to any outside organization in any way.

Staff  

Rick Lofaro 
Executive Director

Heather Lewin 
Director of Watershed  

Science & Policy

Christina Medved 
Director of  

Community Outreach

Sheryl Sabandal 
Development Director

Megan Dean 
Director of Education

Chad Rudow 
Water Quality  

Program Manager

Elliott Audette 
Business Manager 

Matthew Anderson 
Water Quality Technician

Alexis Hitzeroth 
Watershed Educator

Andrea Tupy 
Ecologist 

Cyndy Miller 
Watershed Educator

Program Consultants 

Seth Kurt Mason 
Lotic Hydrological, LLC 

Beck Brooks 
Fishing Instructor 

Board of Directors 

Pat McMahon 
President

George W. Kelly III 
Vice President

Michelle Schindler 
Secretary/Treasurer

Jeff Conklin

Rana Dershowitz

David Knight

Jim Light

Rick Lofaro 
Executive Director

Don Schuster

Diane Schwener

Larry Yaw

River Stewards  
Steering Committee 

Jordie Karlinski, Chair

Quinn Harnett

Alex Heller

Emery Holton

Nick Kilbourn

Meaghan de L’arbre

Leah Mancabelli

PJ Murray

Chris Vaughan

Volunteers 

Lisa Ayres
Rob Angier

Jennifer Balmes 
Ted Behar 

Alissa Broom
Betty Cabral
Marice Doll

Sheldon Doolan 
Ken Everett 

Liz Gustafson 
Dick Helmke 
Henry Hurd 

George Johnson 
David King 
Lacy King 

Jim Kirschvink 
Lani Kitching 
Patty Lecht 

Jennifer Long 
Buzz McArthur 

William Mitchell 
Amy Moore 

Martha Moran 
Lesley Morse 

Shannon Outing
Tom Skutley 
Karin Teague
Doug Walker 
George Wear 
Steve Wilson

Programming
5%RETA

3%
Other 

3%

Memberships/
Donations 

37%

Events
35%

Grants
17%

Uncredited photographs provided by Matthew Anderson, Shawn Cheadle, Megan Dean, Alexis Hitzeroth, Christina Medved, Rick Lofaro, and Chad Rudow.

Photo: Amy Hadden Marsh

2022 Financial Summary Roaring Fork Conservancy

Funding Reserves 1%

Programming
55%

Administration
21%

Fundraising
23%
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Since 1996, Roaring Fork 
Conservancy has inspired people 
to explore, value, and protect 
the Roaring Fork Watershed. We 
bring people together to protect 
our rivers and work hard to keep 
water in local streams, monitor 
water quality, and preserve 
riparian habitat.

As one of the largest watershed 
organizations in Colorado, 
Roaring Fork Conservancy serves 
residents and visitors throughout 
the Roaring Fork Valley through 
school and community-based 
Watershed Education programs 
and Watershed Science and 
Policy Projects including regional 
watershed planning, water 
resource policy initiatives, stream 
management, and restoration. 

www.roaringfork.org
970.927.1290  

ROARING FORK CONSERVANCY
The River Center • 22800 Two Rivers Road • Basalt, CO 81621


