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“Inspiring people  
to explore, value,  
and protect the  
Roaring Fork 
Watershed.”

Roaring Fork Conservancy 
mission

 Hunter 
Creek in Aspen 

running low in October 
2012 and showing signs of 

continued drought in the Roaring 
Fork Watershed.—Tim O’Keefe  

Cover Photo: David Carver   
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Thank you for your support of our rivers!

We look back on 2012 as a year of drought regionally and financial instability 
nationally, but also a year of great opportunity. The poor snows of the 2011-2012 
winter provided a bold reminder of the fragility of water in the West. Election year 
politics and the potential “fiscal cliff” kept things interesting financially. Thank you for 
sticking with us as a supporter during this time of economic and hydrologic drought!

Now more than ever your support matters to ensure the health and longevity of our 
rivers into the future. With Colorado’s current population expected to double by 2050, 
demand for water will only increase. Add in other factors such as climate change and 
energy development and the need to protect our water resources increases more. Roaring 
Fork Conservancy is on the forefront of watershed conservation work in Colorado. 

Your support allows Roaring Fork Conservancy to further its mission and work 
tirelessly to protect the watershed we all love. We are pleased to present this 2012 year-
end report of our programmatic successes and our financial success. We are excited for 
the year ahead and would love to visit with you on even more ways you can join us to 
make a difference. 

Thank you for your continued support!

Ramsey Kropf     Rick Lofaro
President, Board of Directors   Executive Director
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Who We Are
Founded in November 1996 through a unique public-private partnership, Roaring Fork 
Conservancy has become one of the most respected watershed conservation organizations in 
Colorado. We are the watershed conservation organization in the Roaring Fork Valley that brings 
people together to protect our rivers. As an independent, not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization our 
mission is to inspire people to explore, value, and protect the Roaring Fork Watershed. From Aspen 
to Glenwood Springs, Meredith to Marble, Roaring Fork Conservancy is focused on: 

  WAter quAntity — keeping water in our rivers
  WAter quAlity — keeping our rivers healthy
  hAbitAt preservAtion — keeping our riparian habitat intact
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Roaring Fork Conservancy Highlights
1996  Founded
2000  Formed Rivers Council to help raise 

support for Watershed Action and 
Watershed Education programs 

2003  Co-founded Roaring Fork Watershed 
Collaborative, ad-hoc committee of 50+ 
governments, agencies, non-profits, and 
citizens that proactively addresses water 
issues in watershed

2007 Became lead consultant for Roaring Fork 
Watershed Plan process 

2008  Published comprehensive 500-page  
State of the Watershed Report

2012 Published Roaring Fork Watershed Plan

2012 Annual Report2.indd   4 7/5/13   8:48 AM



Several of 
the 140 people 
who join us for our 
educational River Float each 
year on the Roaring Fork River.  
—Sarah Johnson
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The Crystal River 
—Eric Allen

2012 By The Numbers

Rivers Council Members ......................... 77
Total Donors ........................................ 613
Watershed Education Contacts .......... 7,565
School Programs .................................. 342
Adult Programs ...................................... 86
Website Sessions ........................... 109,370
Facebook Likes .................................. 1,010
Water Quality Samples Collected .......... 218
Yards of BioChar Used in Coal Basin  

Pilot Restoration Project  ................... 26 
Reports Published .................................... 6
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our program Areas

Watershed Action
Our watershed action program addresses current issues and future 
threats to our watershed. Proactive science and watershed planning 
help inform decision-makers and drive on-the-ground projects to 
improve and restore our watershed. Many of these actions come 
from the recently published Roaring Fork Watershed Plan and take 
the form of scientific study, restoration projects, changes to policies 
and educational campaigns. Our watershed action staff address areas 
of water quantity and quality, hydrology, riparian and river ecology, 
geomorphology, and economics.

Watershed education
Inspiring people to take action requires knowledge. Each year our 
watershed education programs reach thousands of students and 
adults with hands-on science, exploration and experiences. Our 
student classes range from water chemistry and river ecology to 
watershed mapping and economics. When we cannot bring students 
to the river we often bring the river to them. 

Our adult community outreach programs include River Guide 
Trainings, Watershed Explorations, educational dialogues and forums, 
and our popular river float trips. Each of these programs are designed 
to engage participants with people and/or places in the watershed to 
which they might not have access otherwise.
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2012 Accomplishments
Completed Watershed plan
•   Completed Watershed Plan in 

March 2012 and created plan 
branding

increased staff Capacity and 
effectiveness of volunteers 
•   Restructured organization into 

Watershed Action and Watershed 
Education areas

•   Highlighted associates to better 
demonstrate staff depth and 
breath 

•   Hired Land and Water 
Conservation staff

•   Increased effectiveness, 
involvement and events with 
our River Stewards young river 
enthusiasts

•   Added volunteer educator and 
interns to increase program 
capacity

•   Added three new volunteer stream 
teams to River Watch program

Moved river Center Capital 
Campaign and Design Forward
•   Completed design development 

with architect and consultants 
•   Completed schematic design with 

exhibit team
•   Revitalized Capital Campaign
•   Pursued formalization of 

Watershed Institute

initiated Coal basin and 
Crystal river Confluence Area 
restoration project
•   Hosted technical workshop and 

published final report
•   Conducted 12 education and 

outreach  presentations, including 
field day and presented at 
Sustaining Colorado Watersheds 
conference

•   Received $405,000 in grants 
from Pitkin County Rivers Board 
(~$48k), Colorado Water 
Conservation Board (~$38k), and 
WSRA ($319k)

•   Conducted macroinvertebrate 
sampling in Coal Basin and 
Crystal River

•   Completed pilot project using 
BioChar on South Fork of Dutch 
Creek

responded to 2012 Drought
•   Initiated Hot Spots for Trout: 

Citizen Temperature Monitoring 
Project 

•   Sent weekly email stream flow 
reports

•   Published weekly Drought Alert 
and Snowpack Alert in Aspen 
Times

•   Worked with Colorado Water 
Trust to pursue local water leases 
to keep water in river

•   Fielded tremendous number of 
concerned citizen calls due to 
drought

Worked Toward Crystal river 
protection
•   Promoted Crystal as one of Most 

Endangered Rivers in U.S.
•   Engaged public on possibility 

of Crystal River Wild & Scenic 
Designation 

•   Wrote comment letter on White 
River National Forest oil and gas 
leasing

improved public relations and 
Media presence 
•   Appeared in 17 print articles, nine 

times on radio and twice on TV
•   Sponsored daily stream flow 

reports on public radio
•   Improved social media presence
•   Had over 100 entries to 2012 

photo contest

Completed scientific studies
•   Completed 2011 

Macroinvertebrate Report 
•   Designed Snapshot Assessment of 

lower Crystal and upper Roaring 
Fork 

•   Initiated Coal Basin Water Quality 
Report

•   Completed Opportunities for 
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Summer students from Colorado 
Rocky Mountain School studied 

the Crystal River this year 
as part of a summer science 

camp.—Sarah Johnson

Water Conservation Report
•   Conducted 2012 Macroinvertebrate 

Studies 

hosted successful 2012 river 
rendezvous
•   Most successful Rendezvous ever 

financially

enhanced Watershed education 
programming
•   Had 7,586 contacts on 445 

programs (5,068 students, 2,518 
adults), 720 teaching hours

•   Improved programming with 
Colorado Mountain College

•   Began year-long Watershed 
Education at Glenwood Elementary

•   Screened Watershed film three times 
throughout valley

enhanced partnerships
•   Co-sponsored FORR dialogues and 

worked on stream gage network
•   Increased land conservation 

monitoring and education 
partnership with Pitkin County

•   Pursued opportunities for water 
conservation

•   Completed Tamarisk Removal and 
Grange Loadout Wire Fence Pull

•   Informed final design for Elk Park in 
Redstone

•   Presentation on our 2012 drought 

response to Colorado Mesa 
University

educated voters About Water 
issues
•   Published second Voters’ Guide to 

Water Issues 
•   Co-hosted County Commissioner 

Candidate Forum 

2012 Annual Report2.indd   9 7/3/13   6:16 PM



Water cascading 
down Lyle Creek in the 

Fryingpan sub-watershed. 
— John Bleimehl
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roaring Fork Watershed plan

In March 2012, Roaring Fork Conservancy, Ruedi Water & Power 
Authority, and Kootenay Resources, LLC published the Roaring Fork 
Watershed Plan. The Watershed Plan consists of a number of sections 
including an introduction and overview, recommendations for urgent 
actions, recommendations applicable to water quality, water quantity 
and regional water management, and a discussion of implementation. 
The matrices, which arrange the recommendations in a sortable format, 
divide the recommendations into several categories which allow for 
examining the recommendations from a number of perspectives such 
as location, key entities and recommendation type (study, project or 
regulation). Although the Watershed Plan is intended to be an ever-
evolving and flexible document we do hope to update it periodically as 
information, priorities and planning changes. 

For more on the watershed plan visit roaringfork.org/watershedplan.
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Drought response
This year’s drought was just as bad as the drought of 2002. As early as February we saw the 
drought coming. Roaring Fork Conservancy took a proactive approach, raising public awareness 
and responding to low snowpack and stream flows. By June we had:

• launched a Hot Spots for Trout river temperature monitoring program
• improved and sponsored daily stream flow reports on the radio
• shared daily water conservation tips on Facebook
• informed weekly drought alert articles in the Aspen Times
• pursued short term water leases to keep water in the river
• commenced a stream flow snapshot assessment study
• assisted with identifying locations for new stream gages, and
• funded a fall macroinvertebrate study of drought effects. 
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TOP OF MILL
One of a kind, virtually ski-in, ski out  family home located in The Top 

of Mill, one of Aspen’s premier subdivisions at the base of Aspen 

Mountain.

A. SCOTT DAVIDSON  |  AspenAssociatesRealtyGroup.com

mobile (970) 948-4800  /  office (970) 544-5800   

OFFERED FOR: $5,997,000

WEEKEND Martin Sexton, Claire Lynch Band play live shows  B1

FREE • FRIDAY, MARCH 30, 2012

Skico plan also 
outlines new base
facilities, leaves door
open to nordic jumps 

Janet Urquhart
The Aspen Times

A lift to serve the superpipe
and lower jumps at Buttermilk
and perhaps lighting to allow
use of the features into the early
evening are elements of Aspen
Skiing Co.’s vision for the ski
area’s future. 

The company this week sub-
mitted a long-anticipated But-
termilk master plan amendment
to the Pitkin County Communi-
ty Development Office, initiating
a review of proposals that also
include the installation of nordic
jumps on the Tiehack side of the
mountain and a surface lift to
serve them, a new Children’s
Center at the base of the ski area,

a new day lodge and the remod-
eling of Bumps Restaurant.

The goal, according to the
application, is not to increase
skier capacity on the mountain
but to improve the skier experi-

ence by replacing worn-out and
deficient facilities and develop-
ing a more efficient pedestrian
experience for visitors. The
parking, arrival area and out-
door guest areas all could use a

makeover, the application reads. 
Buttermilk is the smallest of

Skico’s four mountains but has
a high profile: It has been home
to ESPN’s Winter X Games for
11 straight years.

The current master plan for
Buttermilk was adopted in
1986. Minor amendments have
been approved since then, but a
major update, submitted in
1999, was tabled and subse-
quently withdrawn. It envi-
sioned a more intensive rede-
velopment of the base area,
with residential, commercial
and lodging uses, along with
transportation improvements,
that are not part of the latest
application.

The more modest improve-
ments now proposed keep
within the ski company’s prop-
erty at the base — an area that
doesn’t include the overflow
parking lot nearest to Owl Creek
Road, for example, or the Inn at
Aspen.

“I think people tend to per-
ceive of the whole front of But-
termilk as being associated with

us. We actually have a fairly nar-
row sliver of property,” said
David Corbin, Skico vice presi-
dent of planning and develop-
ment.

While many of the proposals
focus on the base area, on-
mountain improvements that
have already received U.S. For-
est Service approval are also
part of the application.

An expanded snowmaking
system to cover more of the
upper reaches of the mountain
is proposed along with on-
mountain storage ponds. The
system won’t change the rate at
which water is drawn from
Maroon Creek but will expand
the coverage area from 119
acres to nearly 222 acres,
according to the application.

On the Tiehack side, a nordic-
jump venue would be accom-
modated on the lower slopes of
the Racer’s Edge and Javelin
trails. Three permanent jump
structures — 65 meters, 38
meters and 15 meters — are

Scott Condon
The Aspen Times

The Roaring Fork Valley’s snow-
pack is significantly lower than at
the same point in 2002, the last
time the area was clobbered by a
severe drought.

The water in the snowpack 10
miles east of Aspen was 8.6 inches
Thursday, only 52 percent of the
average between 1971 and 2000,
the Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service reported. On March
29, 2002, the snowpack was at 78.5
percent of average. The snowpack
disappeared quickly that year
because of high temperatures and
dry soil conditions that persisted
from 2001. The central mountains
and much of Colorado were in the
grip of a severe drought through
half of July.

This year, the U.S. Drought
Monitor, operated by the federal
government, officially classifies
the Aspen area as “abnormally
dry.” The center’s outlook says
more severe drought conditions
could develop in Colorado in the
next few months.

“It’s looking horrid,” said
Sharon Clarke, a land- and 
water-conservation specialist
with Roaring Fork Conservancy, a
Basalt-based nonprofit that focus-
es on water quality and quantity
issues in the valley. “I haven’t
seen anything that looks very
hopeful.”

Droughts are tough on the trout
in the valley’s Gold Medal rivers.
Low streamflows result in a loss of
fish habitat, loss of insects for fish
to feed on and higher water tem-
peratures, which stress fish, impair

their swimming and may increase
the risk of whirling disease, Clarke
said.

The weather is an unknown fac-
tor for the summer, but the snow-
pack is the lowest since at least
1981, Clarke said, so it’s a good bet
that water levels in rivers and
streams will be low.

“I think we’re all hopeful that it
starts dumping lots of snow,” she
said.

Clarke is writing a piece on
drought and potential impacts for
the conservancy’s newsletter. She
also will help guide discussion
about the short- and long-term
potential for drought during an
April 12 meeting of the Roaring
Fork Watershed Collaborative, a
confederation of groups working
on water issues.

The Colorado River District, a

Glenwood Springs-based public
water-policy agency, is urging
water providers to come up with a
contingency plan in case of
drought. Reservoir operators, for
example, can scale back releases
in anticipation of less snowmelt
this spring, said Eric Kuhn, gener-
al manager of the river district.
Water providers can get cus-
tomers thinking in advance of
conservation. Property owners
who are considering installing
new sod and other landscaping
that requires watering might want
to consider delaying plans.

“I think it’s not too early to talk
about it now,” Kuhn said about the
possibility of drought.

Seventy-five to 80 percent of
Colorado’s water supply comes
from snowmelt, so the low snow-
pack creates a big problem, Kuhn

said, but in other ways the areas
surrounding the Upper Colorado
River basin are better off than in
2002. The moisture level in the soil
is higher and reservoir levels are
higher than in 2002 because the
runoff was so abundant in 2011,
Kuhn said. Reservoir levels and
soil moisture were lower in 2002
because the previous year was
also dry.

Streamflow forecasts, based on
snowpack levels and weather fore-
casts, will be updated by federal
agencies during the first week of
April. The National Weather Ser-
vice’s Climate Prediction Center
says Colorado’s mountains can
expect continued warmer and dri-
er weather over the next eight to 14
days, with only a small disturbance
creating the chance of precipita-
tion on Sunday and Monday.

Janet Urquhart The Aspen Times

Hanging out in the sunshine at the base of Buttermilk on Thursday are,
from left, Paul Holmberg, Job Crisostomo, Lucas Cardell, Juano Rubio
and Pablo Baez. Improvements to the base area, as well as a lift and lights
to serve the superpipe and adjacent terrain features, are part of a mas-
ter plan amendment application filed this week by Aspen Skiing Co.

Aspen’s snowpack lower than during 2002 drought

New pipe lift, maybe lights at Buttermilk?

BUTTERMILK  A8

The Aspen Times 08/18/2012
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Residential & Commercial

Landscaping Company

Call 948-1122

making windows 

beautiful since 1990

For Blinds, 
Shutters & 

Shades

Call Today

970-948-5569

ASPEN

Window Gallery
inc.

Guacomole, Queso Fundido, Nachos $10-14

Tacos, Sliders, Burritos, Enchiladas $15-17

Call in and pick up 970.923.7777VENGA VENGA
C A N T I N A  &  T E Q U I L A  B A R

R E S E R V A T I O N S  |  9 7 0 . 9 2 3 . 7 7 7 7

1 0 5  D a l y  L a n e  |  S n o w m a s s  V i l l a g e  

w w w . r i c h a r d s a n d o v a l . c o m

A u t h e n t i c  M e x i c a n  C o m f o r t  F o o d s

Entire Menu Available for Take-Out

MUSIC
Aspen Opera Theater Center 

presents John Harbison’s 

“The Great Gatsby”

When: 7 tonight

Where: Wheeler Opera House

Info: www.aspenmusicfestival.com

Joe Walsh

When: 9:30 tonight

Where: Belly Up 

Info: 970-544-9800

FUNDRAISER
Ride for the Cure

When: Today; post-ride party from

noon to 6 p.m.

Where: Starts and finishes at Wagner

Park, Aspen

Info: www.komenaspen.org

DRAMA
Shakespeare in the Park’s 

“Twelfth Night”

When: 5:30 p.m. today and Sunday

Where: Galena Plaza, behind Pitkin

County Library

Info: 970-923-0041

READING
Literature Out Loud

When: 2 p.m. Sunday

Where: Pitkin County Library

Info: 970-429-1900

FREE • SATURDAY, AUGUST 18, 2012

Find more events on A4 and at www.aspentimes.com.

WEEKEND PLANNER

Jeanne McGovern The Aspen Times

Mountain biker Michael Rainwater, of Snowmass Village, catches air off the final jump

of the Valhalla Trail at Snowmass on Friday.

BLASTOFF AT THE MASS

Alleged victim claims 

that judge denied her 

restraining-order requests

Rick Carroll
The Aspen Times

Prosecutor Arnold Mordkin filed an

attempted second-degree murder

charge Friday against an Aspen drifter

who police say stabbed his ex-girlfriend

in the back. The alleged victim, mean-

while, continued to claim Friday that her

injuries were not severe and provided

hospital records to The

Aspen Times in an

effort to support her

claim.
Mordkin’s four-

count information

against Marc Altman

comes before the

defendant is scheduled

to appear Monday in

Pitkin County District Court. Altman, 48,

now is officially charged with attempted

murder in the second degree, second-

degree assault causing serious bodily

injury, and two counts of first-degree

Man charged with

attempted murder

ALTMAN

CHARGE  A6

Conservancy program

finds that trout are not

out of hot water yet

Scott Condon

The Aspen Times

The temperature of water in local

streams and rivers is still occasionally

exceeding a state standard for healthy

trout despite recent rains and slightly

cooler weather, the Roaring Fork Con-

servancy has discovered.

River temperatures still

exceeding advised levels

Jeanne McGovern The Aspen Times

Pictured is the East Hopkins Avenue

footbridge, one of the four locations

where water temperatures were record-

ed in excess of 68 degrees for the week

of Aug. 5.
FISH A7

Sports & Outdoors Saturday

The future is now: 23-year-old U.S. cyclist Tejay van Garderen eyeing win in USA Pro

Cycling Challenge. A14
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The Roaring Fork Valley’s only independent and locally owned daily newspaper

“If You Don’t Want it Printed, Don’t Let it Happen.”

MONDAY, APRIL 30, 2012Printed on Recycled Paper Vol. 34  #305

aspendailynews.com

970-925-2220

JACKALOPE RANCH -MISSOURI HTS.
40 ACRES - $699,000

STUDIO 1 BATH - SNOWMASS
$360,000

WREN COURT- BASALT
$389,000

COLTER SMITH
www.AspenAssociatesRealtyGroup.com

mobile (970) 309-2000  /  offi ce (970) 544-5800  /  CSmith@sopris.net

TODAY THE LAST DAY FOR PLASTIC BAGS AT GROCERY STORES, PAGE 3   •   WTC AGAIN TOPS NYC, PAGE 10   •   LOCAL BUSINESS, PAGE 22

Chris Council/Aspen Daily News
Louise, a goat at the T-Lazy-7 Ranch, enjoys an afternoon of lounging and waiting for passersby to 
share some food.  

M Y P E T  G O AT

By Curtis Wackerle
Aspen Daily News Staff Writer

 Local forest of cials are leaning toward not using 
explosives or  re to dispose of the dead cows discov-
ered this spring near a popular backcountry camping 
destination outside of Aspen.
 Instead, plans being formed this week will have a 
U.S. Forest Service crew hike 8.5 miles to a cabin lo-
cated near Conundrum Hot Springs with hand saws, 
and cut the carcasses into “appropriate-sized” pieces 
to disperse in the surrounding wilderness, said White 
River National Forest spokesman Bill Kight. Carnivo-
rous wildlife is expected to take care of the rest.
 “We’ll get the effects of the decomposition spread 
out,” Kight said, adding that an of cial decision is expect-
ed to be signed-off on mid-week. “It may take a while.”
 A half-dozen dead cows were discovered in March 
by two Air Force Academy cadets who had snowshoed 
to the cabin located near the hot springs at 11,200 feet 
in elevation. They had planned to sleep in the cabin 
but could not because the animals were piled up inside, 
frozen solid. Upon their return to Aspen, they informed 
rangers with the White River National Forest.

Conundrum 
frozen cows 
to be sawed

The looming drought prompts 
an innovative new program
By Brent Gardner-Smith
Aspen Journalism

 The Roaring Fork Conservancy and the Colorado 
Water Trust are asking owners of water rights in the up-
per Roaring Fork River basin and in the Crystal River 
basin to leave some of their water in the river this sum-
mer to bene t  sh and the environment.
 The two nonpro t organizations are seeking water 
owners who might be willing to lease their water on a 
short-term basis to the Colorado Water Conservation 
Board (CWCB) — without endangering their water 
rights — as part of an innovative program launched in 
the face of a looming drought.
 “We’ve personally contacted them,” said Sharon 
Clarke, a land and water conservation specialist with 
the Roaring Fork Conservancy, about a number of ma-
jor water rights owners in the valley. “We’re trying to 
reach out and get as many people to know about the 
program as possible.”

 The snowpack in the Roaring Fork River basin is 
currently at 22 percent of average and conditions are 
similar to 2002, when the Roaring Fork through Aspen 
was reduced to a trickle.
 A meeting has been set for Thursday at 5:30 p.m. in 
Carbondale Town Hall for interested water rights own-
ers to meet with representatives from the Water Trust 
and the Conservancy to discuss the program, which is 
called “Request for Water 2012.”
 The deadline for water rights owners to sign up for 
the program is May 11. The initial round of screening 
is set to be wrapped up by June 6 and the leases are 
to be implemented — and the  rst round of checks to 
owners to be sent — by July 1. 
 That’s working at warp speed compared to how 
Colorado water law usually proceeds, but the Water 
Trust has designed the facilitated process in conjunc-
tion with the CWCB, which will lease the water and 
hold the water right for up to six months.
 The Water Trust is not a policy or advocacy orga-
nization but instead works “with willing sellers and 
lessors to put senior water rights back into rivers to 
bene t the natural environment.” 
 The price paid for the leased water is to be equal 

to the market value of the crops that would have been 
produced by the irrigation water. That price is likely to 
vary in each situation, according to the Water Trust.
 The Water Trust put the scope of the program at 
$400,000, according to the Denver Post. Beatie said
the organization is also fundraising against the oppor-
tunity, and may approach Pitkin County’s Healthy Riv-
ers and Stream Board for funding.
 The goal is to keep at least enough water in the riv-
ers to meet the environmental instream  ow levels as
set by the CWCB.
 For example, the “minimum stream ow” needed to
protect the Roaring Fork River “to a reasonable degree”
as it  ows through Aspen between Dif cult Creek and 

Groups seek water for rivers, and fish, this summer
The goal is to keep at least 
enough water in the rivers to 
meet the environmental instream 
flow levels as set by the CWCB.

COWS ON PAGE 5

WATER ON PAGE 4

The Aspen Times 06/28/2012
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www.aspensnowmass.com/sneakystavern | 970-923-8787

OPEN
Thursday - Sunday, 11:30 am

Live Music Every Thursday Following the Snowmass Free Concerts  Featuring Damian Smith & Terry Bannon
Wings & a Pitcher of  Beer $15 4-6 pm, Thursday-Sunday

P I T K I N  CO U N T Y

Sheriff eyes fire costs
Pitkin County Sheriff Joe DiS-

alvo warned county commis-
sioners Wednesday that he antic-
ipates requesting budget alloca-
tions for both wildfire prevention
and firefighting. He did not elab-
orate on the dollar amount he
has in mind.

DiSalvo said he might request
funding for an aggressive cam-
paign aimed at making tourists,
in particular, aware of the
extreme wildfire danger that
grips the state and the Aspen
area. The Sheriff’s Office and
area fire departments have
already put $5,000 to the cause,
he said.

The sooner the county can roll
that message out, the better,
Commissioner Rachel Richards
agreed, offering support for addi-
tional funding.

In addition, DiSalvo said, it will
be up to local agencies to fund
and fight a wildfire for the first 24
hours, should one of that dura-

tion occur, before state resources
take over. The sheriff said he
expects to ask commissioners for
a commitment to fund that
effort, as well, should the need
arise.

With major fires burning else-
where around Colorado, DiSalvo
also urged county residents to
sign up for Pitkin Alerts (go to
www.pitkinalert.org), to respond
immediately should an evacua-
tion order be issued and to have
an evacuation kit already pre-
pared that contains basic neces-
sities and items of personal
importance.  

M A R O O N  B E L L S

Mule pack train will haul
supplies today, Friday

Hikers between Maroon Lake
and Crater Lake and near 
Buckskin Pass could encounter
some uncommon trail mates
today, Friday and possibly Satur-
day.

Hot, dry conditions
can make the water
too warm for fish
Scott Condon
The Aspen Times

Volunteers are being recruited
to check temperatures in the
Roaring Fork River and its tribu-
taries to make sure the high heat
and low flows aren’t creating
water conditions too hot for

trout to handle.
The Roaring Fork Conservancy

has identified 14 spots where it
needs help monitoring water
temperatures in its new Hot
Spots for Trout program. The
data that’s collected will be
shared with Colorado Parks and
Wildlife, which can implement
restrictions or closures of fish-
eries if conditions warrant.

The Roaring Fork River is run-
ning significantly lower than nor-
mal for this time of year because of
the low snowpack and the warm
spring. That has implications for
the waters in rivers and streams.

“Less quantity of water — it’s
going to warm up faster,” said
Heather Tattersall, land and
water conservation specialist
with the conservancy.

Colorado Parks and Wildlife is
monitoring conditions on rivers
around the state. It has imple-
mented a “voluntary closure” on
a stretch of the Yampa River
through Steamboat Springs. It’s
asking anglers to avoid fishing the
White River in northwest Col-
orado except during cool morn-
ing hours.

No restrictions have been
placed on streams or rivers in the

Roaring Fork Valley at this point,
though wildlife officers are mon-
itoring flows, temperatures and
oxygen levels, said Mike Porras,
spokesman for Colorado Parks
and Wildlife. The water tempera-
ture has been recorded as high as
68 degrees on the Roaring Fork
River, he said.

The wildlife division typically
doesn’t close a stretch of river
unless the daily maximum tem-
perature exceeds 74 degrees or
the daily average temperature
exceeds 72 degrees, according to
the Roaring Fork Conservancy’s
website.

Nevertheless, the wildlife divi-
sion is urging anglers to take
some common-sense precau-
tions — fish when temperatures
are lowest, play a fish quickly
when caught, release it quickly
and try to keep it in the water the
entire time, Porras said.

Fishing is a big part of the Roar-
ing Fork Valley’s summer econo-
my. Stretches of both the Roaring
Fork and the Fryingpan rivers are
designated Gold Medal waters,
meaning they are exceptional
trout streams.

Commissioners want
assurance that tools
will be protected
Janet Urquhart
The Aspen Times

Without a plan to protect
archaeological artifacts scattered
about on a rural Pitkin County
property, county commissioners

balked Wednesday at providing
the owners of the land with a
means to recoup their invest-
ment in the lot, short of allowing
its development.

Commissioners continued to
wrestle with a request from prop-
erty owners David Brown and
Jody Anthes to declare the site
constrained — undevelopable or
severely restricted under the
county’s land-use code — and
issue two transferable develop-
ment rights that the couple could
sell to offset the money they say

they sank into the property in
order to protect the artifacts. The
lot is adjacent to their home.

The transferable development
rights program sterilizes a prop-
erty from development by allow-
ing development rights associat-
ed with it to go elsewhere. A buy-
er of transferable development
rights, for example, can gain an
additional residential square
footage beyond what the county
code would otherwise allow.

Granting Brown and Anthes
two transferable development

rights, however, doesn’t guaran-
tee protection of the multitude of
stone tools, arrow points and oth-
er artifacts that are scattered on
the ground, Commissioner
Rachel Richards said. A consult-
ant has estimated their age at
1,000 to 2,000 years old.

“We could issue the (transfer-
able development rights), and
then all the arrowheads could be
collected off the site and sold,”
she said. “We don’t have a preser-
vation plan.”

Commissioners paid a visit to

the site earlier this month, leav-
ing Commissioner Michael
Owsley impressed, while Com-
missioner Jack Hatfield said he
wasn’t sure how much meaning
to assign the site.

“I personally had never been
on a site that was essentially cov-
ered with artifacts,” Owsley said.
“I found it thrilling.”

He challenged his colleagues
to find a way to ensure its protec-
tion.

Janet Urquhart The Aspen TimesAspen Police Officer Rick Magnuson gives a talk on bike safety, stressing helmet use, to young ridersWednesday in Paepcke Park. The occasion was Bike to Work Day. Information booths, bike tunes, freemuffins and other giveaways were offered to bicyclists who stopped by the park.

CRASH COURSE

Artifact preservation a big factor in land-use deal

Volunteers needed to scour streams for hot spots for trout

NEWS BRIEFS

BRIEFS  A8

ARTIFACTS  A6

TROUT  A7
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A citizen 
volunteer 
monitoring 
temperature (right), 
newspaper headlines 
from the summer (left), and 
low August flows on the Crystal River 
(above).—Greg Poschman & Sharon Clarke
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Inside 
the exhibit 

gallery of the future 
River Center (above) 

and the architectural design as 
seen from the pond (right). —ECOS 

Communications & Harry Teague Architects
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Award-Winning river Center Design

Since its inception, 
Roaring Fork Conservancy 

has envisioned creating a 
River Center where the hidden 

elements of rivers and water 
are revealed. Like nature centers 

that sprang up in the 1960s and 
1970s in response to people’s 
disconnect with the environment, 
the River Center will help people 
reconnect to their watershed 
and local rivers. Part education 
center, part action center, part 

community gathering spot, part 
research hub, the River Center 
will put Basalt and the Roaring 
Fork Watershed on the map for 
celebrating rivers. The goal is 
to change people’s relationship 
with water by creating a culture 
that values water, rivers, and 
watersheds in our region.

In 2012, we moved design along 
by completing architecture 
design development and exhibit 

schematic design. The architectural 
design won a prestigious Merit 
Award in the Unbuilt category 
from the American Institute of 
Architects (AIA) Colorado West 
chapter. The River Center Capital 
Campaign has also been revitalized 
with more than $400,000 in new 
contributions in 2012.

Learn more about the River 
Center and Capital Campaign at 
www.roaringfork.org/rivercenter.
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Coal basin & Crystal river restoration

Coal Creek drains a nearly 
27-square mile watershed and 
enters the Crystal River at 
Redstone. Fifty years of large-
scale coal mining occurred in Coal 
Basin, a watershed characterized 
by naturally steep, unstable and 
eroding slopes. Erosion from 
mining activities and associated 
land uses such as road building, 
logging, and grazing, as well as 
sedimentation from naturally-
occurring soil erosion and debris 
flows contribute to degraded 
water quality and stream habitat 
in Coal Basin and sedimentation 
issues and channel down cutting 
in the Crystal River. The Colorado 
Division of Reclamation, Mining 
& Safety completed a series of 
restoration projects in Coal 
Basin from 1994-2004. The 
White River National Forest and 

Roaring Fork Conservancy are 
leading a continued effort to 
identify, implement, and evaluate 
projects to address these issues.

For more information on the 
Coal Basin and Crystal River 
Restoration, please visit:  
roaringfork.org/crystalriver 
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In May, 47 participants gathered from around Colorado for the Coal Basin Planning Workshop in Redstone (left). 
Historic coal mining in Coal Basin (left) and a pilot restoration project in 2012 (above).—Steve Renner, Sharon 
Clarke, Roaring Fork Conservancy
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Roaring Fork 
River near Woody 

Creek—Steve Wiggins

2012 Annual Report2.indd   18 7/3/13   6:16 PM



77

2012 Financial summary

2012 Revenues
Events ....................................... 311,604
Grants ...................................... 133,125
Memberships/Donations ........... 113,197
Real Estate Transfer Assess. ........ 100,960
Conservation Easements .............. 51,703
Program Fees .............................. 47,066
Other Income ................................2,672
Total ......................................... 760,327

2012 Expenses
Programs .................................. 525,962
Fundraising ............................... 154,424
Administration ............................ 59,572
Total ......................................... 739,958

Audited 2012 financial statements will be available 
August 2013 at www.roaringfork.org.

2012 operating revenues

RETA 
13%

Memberships/ 
Donations

15%
Grants
18%

Events
41%

Other
>1%

Program Fees
6%

Conservation 
Easements

7%

Programs
71%

Administrative

8%

Fundraising
21%

2012 operating expenses
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2013 priorities

Continuing Coal Basin and Crystal River Confluence Area Restoration Project
In light of Most Endangered River designation and other threats to the Crystal River 
(dams, energy development, etc.), Roaring Fork Conservancy will work towards a multi-
year, multi-million dollar restoration of the Crystal River and Coal Basin as one of the 
urgent actions from the Roaring Fork Watershed Plan.

Re-Watering our Rivers 
Having published our Opportunities for Water Conservation report last year, Roaring Fork 
Conservancy is now taking steps to create a water conservation campaign that puts water back 
in our rivers. 

Developing the River Center & Watershed Institute 
With Design Development complete and the Capital Campaign revitalized, Roaring Fork Conservancy 
will pursue final steps to bring the River Center and the Watershed Institute to life.

Roaring Fork Watershed Plan
With the publication of the final plan in March 2012, Roaring Fork Conservancy has already begun work 
on many of the recommended actions to protect our watershed.

Maintaining a Healthy Media Presence in the Community
The drought in 2012 offered a platform for Roaring Fork Conservancy to engage the public in some new 
ways. We will continue that effort in 2013 as we seek to make more people aware and help them take action.

Increasing Operational and Capital Campaign Funding
Roaring Fork Conservancy sees the need to expand our current capacity to keep pace with demands for 
watershed-related work.
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Guided 
float trip 
on the Roaring 
Fork River through 
Northstar Preserve above 
Aspen.—Tim O’Keefe
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Some 
of the 

staff enjoying 
a summer cookout. 
—Marina O’Keefe
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roaring Fork Conservancy Crew
Board of Directors
Ramsey Kropf President
Rick Neiley Vice President
Jennifer Sauer Secretary/Treasurer
Ted Borchelt
Carter Brooksher
Stephen Ellsperman
Jim Light
Rick Lofaro Executive Director
Don Schuster
Diane Schwener Past President
Jacque Whitsitt Town of Basalt Representative
Larry Yaw
Valerie Yaw

Rivers Council Executive Committee (National Council) 
Carter Brooksher President
Bill Gruenberg Vice President
Judy Baum Secretary
Dick Kipper Treasurer
Rick Neiley
Janice Beck
Joyce Gruenberg
Nancy Kempf
Ken Kendrick, Jr.
Jean Moore
Jan Peterson
Diane Schwener Board Liaison
Robert Woods
Sarah Woods

River Stewards Steering Committee  
(Young River Enthusiasts)
Kara Armano President
Rachel Polver Vice President 
April Long Secretary 
Connor Coleman
Jeff Conklin
Brian Long
Natasha Lucero
Nick Kilbourn
Dan McMahon
Cal Viall
Monica Viall

Program Staff & Associates
Rick Lofaro Executive Director
Claire Britt Development Associate
Sharon Clarke Watershed Action Director
Moss Driscoll Water Policy
Bill Hoblitzell Hydrology
Seth Kurt Mason Hydrology
Sarah Johnson Education Coordinator
Tim O’Keefe Education Director
Elise Osenga Educator
Lindsey Palardy Water Policy 
Chad Rudow Water Quality Coordinator 
Rose Ann Sullivan Strategic Partnerships
Heather Tattersall Land, Water & Policy
Jamie Tredeaux Bookkeeper
Sarah Woods Director of Philanthropy
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p.o. box 3349
basalt, Colorado 81621
970.927.1290

Join us in protecting the Roaring Fork Watershed at
www.roaringfork.org

 Fryingpan River—Steve Wiggins
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