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At a community festival several years ago 
I watched a middle-aged man stare in awe. 
It was a warm afternoon in July and he was 
sitting under a blue tent gazing at what 
looked like an ant farm. He just shook his 
head and kept saying, “I had no idea. I had 
no idea.” He was watching colored water 
move through a groundwater model, a 
Plexiglas box roughly the size of a computer 
flat screen and filled with sand and gravel. It 
resembles an ant farm, but full of water. We 
use this model 
dozens of times 
each year to show 
the unusual ways 
water moves 
underground. The 
model simulates 
ground absorbing 
water and 
people pumping 
water out. The 
colored water 
allows one to see 
water moving 
underground. I 
had just finished 
a demonstration using the model and this 
man couldn’t get enough. “You mean the 
water actually moves up towards the river?” 
he asked, his face still in shock. “Yes,” 
I answered, “water underground almost 
always moves towards 
rivers.” “I had no 
idea,” he responds. 
He was hooked. The 
experience made my 
day and changed his 
perspective on water 
underground forever.

On another 
occasion with a group of preschoolers, we 
sneak towards the bank of the river and I 
reach in and pick up a stone from beneath 
the surface of the water. It’s a bright, sunny 
day in January and snow covers the river 
bank. Kids stand, bundled in their snow 

clothes, eyes glued to my hand. I lift the rock 
out of the water and bring it towards their 
noses. “Look right there,” I point. “Look 
for something to move.” A stonefly about 
the size of a small paper clip springs into 
motion and kids’ faces turn from curiosity to 
amazement. A collective, “Whoa!” choruses 
among the children. They point and smile. 
They had no idea the frosty river held such a 
squirmish delight. 

Educators live for these types of 
experiences when 
our teaching helps 
something inside 
heart or head 
to click and the 
student leaves the 
experience with 
new revelation and 
new understanding. 
We call these 
“ah-ha” moments, 
and they are 
priceless. If you 
think back to your 
best teachers, they 
did this frequently, 

helping you to really enjoy learning. They 
made it fun. That’s the goal of the watershed 
education program: to get students and 
adults of all ages, excited about rivers.

Not too long ago people drank water 
out of rivers. Now, 
with water coming 
from the tap and a 
bottle at the grocery 
store, people are 
disconnected from 
the water they use 
and the local river. 
Ask a friend or 

neighbor where their water comes from and 
most won’t know the source. Ask people 
why rivers matter and most couldn’t tell 
you. That’s where our watershed education 

Watershed Education Changes Our Relationship With Water

Watershed Education continued on page 2

Middle School students learning about the Colorado 
River Compact during an overnight raft trip. 
Roaring Fork Conservancy

Tim O’Keefe, Roaring Fork Conservancy

Tools of the Trade
Teaching about a dynamic 
subject like water allows us 
to use dynamic tools. Here 
are some of our favorites:

Enviroscape Watershed 
Model

Materials: molded plastic, 
metal toys, Kool-Aid, cocoa 
powder, coffee grounds, 
water
Purpose: demonstrate how 
human actions affect water 
quality in a watershed
Common quote: “We made 
a mess of this town!”

Groundwater Model

Materials: lexan, sand, 
gravel, plastic tubing, water
Purpose: demonstrate how 
water moves underground 
and is affected by pumping 

Tools of the Trade 
continued on page 2

“The way you presented our water system 
was an awesome change of pace. I’m glad 
that you are so involved in bringing water 
shareholders together.” 

– Cleo, student, Colorado Rocky Mountain School
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Common quote: “What is this 
thing, an ant farm?”

Maps

Material: laminated paper 
maps, molded plastic
Purpose: demonstrate where 
water goes, how watersheds 
work, how one town relates to 
another via rivers
Common quote: “You’re 
gonna spray water on that 
map?!”

Stream Trailer

Material: steel, aluminum, 
plastic pipe, rubber tires, 
plastic toys, water, pump
Purpose: model how erosion, 
sedimentation, and flow work 
with real rivers
Common quote: “Let’s do it 
[make a river] again!!”

Kick Nets & Waders

Materials: wood, rubber, 
nylon, plastic
Purpose: collecting aquatic 
insects for study, observation, 
and indexing
Common quote: “Tan waders 
are always in fashion!”

programs come into play.
Our philosophy is simple: Take 

people to the resource (river, wetlands, 
diversion tunnel) and let them 
experience it first-hand. If we can’t 
get them to the resource, we take the 
resource to them. Over the past 16 
years we’ve reached tens of thousands 
of students and adults with simple 
but effective programs that reveal 
the intricate connectedness of water 
to EVERYTHING we do in life. In a 
sense, we are working to help repair a 
relationship that broke somewhere along 
the way. “Hello, friend. I’d like you to 
meet the Roaring Fork River. It’s what 
keeps this valley alive.”

To make that reintroduction we 
use lots of fun 
tools and go to 
awesome places. 
Most schools 
in the valley 
have rivers 
within walking 
distance of their 
halls with great 
opportunities 
to study river 
ecology and 
chemistry. Kick 
nets for collecting 
bugs, flow meters, 
and waders 
enhance the experience as students get 
to know the river. When the weather 
turns cold, we load up aquatic insects 
in a cooler and bring the river to the 
school. Aquatic macroinvertebrates 
(big water bugs) 
allow us to teach 
a variety of topics 
from adaptations 
to ecology to water 
quality indexing. 

We also 
really like maps. 
Watershed maps, 
river maps, and 
water diversion 
project maps 
all help us tell 
the story of where our water comes 
from and where it goes. Sometimes 
we’ll even make a human map where 
students standing in lines represent the 
converging rivers in a watershed and 
pass “water” in the form of kidney beans 
from the headwaters to the confluence. 
We can model changes in seasons, flows, 

and water diverted, even create droughts 
or floods. Afterwards a discussion about 
water rights sparks more questions and 
gets students thinking about where we 
use water and how we move it to where 
we need it.

The transmountain diversion 
projects that take water from the west 
side of the Continental Divide to the 
cities of Denver and Colorado Springs 
make for lively discussion. On our annual 
tour of the Twin Lakes tunnel, which 
moves 38% of the water above Aspen 
east, the insight is even more relevant. 
Participants on this tour see the dams, 
canals, and tunnels that move about 
57,000 acre-feet (some 18 billion gallons) 
of water through a four-mile tunnel 

each year. When 
people walk into 
the 10’ diameter 
tunnel and 
literally see the 
light at the end 
of the tunnel four 
miles away, jaws 
drop. Then, they 
learn that the 
tunnel was dug 
from each side in 
the 1930s without 
the aid of modern 
survey equipment 
and met only 

half an inch off. These are the types of 
experiences we love sharing with people.

Our goal is a lofty one: to change 
people’s relationship with water by 
creating a culture that values water, rivers 

and watersheds 
in our region. For 
the festival-goer 
his experience 
with us changed 
his relationship 
with water. Our 
approach is making 
a difference 
one person at a 
time. With the 
continuation of 
our watershed 

education programming and the 
construction of the future River Center, 
we hope to create a culture in western 
Colorado where water is valued for both 
people and the environment. We hope 
you’ll join us on a future water adventure 
and have an “ah-ha” moment yourself.  
www.roaringfork.org/education 
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Watershed Education from page 1

MAY
	 4 	 Thompson Creek Family Exploration
	 7 	 Heron, Eagle, Osprey Watching
	14 	 High Altitude Heron Watching
	21 	 Ruedi Reservoir Tour & West Slope Water
	31 	 Birding Maroon Creek Wetlands

Middle School students measuring stream flow of 
Maroon Creek. Watershed Education programs are 
very hands-on. Heather Rousseau

Tools of the Trade from page 1

AUGUST
	 1 	 Fly-Fishing Crystal River at Powerhouse
	 7 	 Aspen’s Invisible Ditch Tour
	11	 Science Festival & Street Fair for Kids
	14 	 Coal Basin Tour: Mining to Restoration
	16 	 Twin Lakes Tunnel & Diversion Tour
	20	 Proper Functioning Riparian Training

SEPTEMBER
	11 	 Carbondale Bicycle Ditch Tour
	18  	 Sky Mountain Park Trail Hike
	21 	 Family Fall Exploration at Filoha
	24  	 Aspen Tap: Drinking Water Tour
	26 	 Filoha Fall Evening Walk

Photos (top to bottom): Sarah Johnson, Chris Council, Heather 
Tattersall, Sarah Johnson

JUNE
	 1	 River Stewards Float 
	 4 	 Northstar Roaring Fork River Float
	 6 	 Park East Easement Volunteer Event
	 8 	 River Float 2013
	12 	 Northstar Roaring Fork River Float
	20 	 Northstar Roaring Fork River Float
	25 	 Family Filoha Fireflies, Bats, and Bugs 

JULY 
	 2 	 Filoha Firefly & Rare Orchid Walk
	 8 	 Filoha Firefly & Rare Orchid Walk
	10 	 14th Annual River Rendezvous
	16 	 Family Filoha Fireflies, Bats, and Bugs
	18  	 Filoha Firefly & Rare Orchid Walk
	23  	 Ruedi Dam and Hydropower Tour
	31 	 Mining Water: Aspen’s History & Water

For more information and to register visit:
www.roaringfork.org/events

“We have students who do not spend 
much time exploring the outdoors 
and Roaring Fork Conservancy’s field 
trip helps them access this foreign 
environment. I love seeing them realize 
that picking up a rock and observing 
what lives under there can provide much 
entertainment.” 

– Hilary Gamsey, teacher, 
Crystal River Elementary 
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Chad Rudow, our Water Quality 
Coordinator, recently sat down with 
Stream Team volunteer Dick Helmke 
in Glenwood Springs. Dick conducts 
water quality monitoring on Cattle 
Creek.

RFC: Tell us a little about yourself.
Helmke: I’m a fourth generation 
Coloradan, my ancestors began over 
in the Escalante Canyon country. My 
father broke that mold, he became a 
geologist, and I ended up in computers, 
and worked most of my career for IBM. 
That was back in the pioneering days 
of mainframes which now don’t get a 
lot of press but do a lot of work; it was 
a great time. When I found out I could 
do my job remotely, we moved to the 
valley in 1999 and I worked for another 
five years or so.

Since retirement, I’ve mostly 
been doing volunteer work. I am 
the treasurer and a docent for the 
Glenwood Railroad Museum. I also 
help my wife with historic preservation 
projects and with trying to get a 
performing arts center in Glenwood 
Springs. 

RFC: Didn’t you help fix up the historic 
Cardiff Schoolhouse on Roaring Fork 
Conservancy’s Park East conservation 
easement?
Helmke: Yeah, my wife got the ball 
rolling and she and I did all the grunt 
work on it ... it was a lot of work ... 
but it’s really nice and is being used 
a lot these days for gatherings and 
performances. 

RFC: Tell us about your interest/
connection with rivers.

Helmke: Early on my interest in rivers 
was from the historic and geographical 
points of view. The way we explored 
this country, for example Lewis and 
Clark, or the way rivers enabled 
settlement, ranching, farming, and 
transportation. I’ve also been fascinated 
with the recent transition of rivers 
from transportation to recreation, for 
example railroad corridors to bike trails. 
There are some awesome analogies to 
be made between rivers and arteries. 

So, I initially saw rivers for their 
usefulness, and now through all this 
[work with Roaring Fork Conservancy] 
I’ve really learned to appreciate rivers 
for themselves, the beauty they bring 
us, and their environmental aspects.

RFC: How long have you been 
volunteering for Roaring Fork 
Conservancy?
Helmke: Six years, and I have had 
numerous partners over the years: 
a ranch manager, teacher, master 

pipe fitter, 
environmental 
engineer, and 
mathematician.

RFC: Why did you 
become a volunteer 
for Roaring Fork 
Conservancy?
Helmke: You 
know, I didn’t 
really have a strong 
influence other 
than a good friend 
asked me and it 

seemed like fun since I am an analytic 
guy and love graphs, trends, statistics 
and all that. But now it has turned 
into a whole lot more than that and 
I really hope that by doing this it is 
helping to protect a small portion of the 
watershed. [Dick is our only volunteer 
who creates his own charts and graphs, 
plotting the results after each sample 
event].

RFC: What have you learned as a Water 
Quality Volunteer?
Helmke: I’ve learned there are always 
threats [to rivers] but they are always 
changing. Climate change is a newly-
perceived threat. Looking at mineral 
extraction there is a change: We’re 
not mining [in the area] anymore and 
impacting streams that way, but oil and 
gas extraction bring new threats. 

RFC: How has Roaring Fork 
Conservancy changed your relationship 
with rivers?
Helmke: I live near the confluence of 
the Roaring Fork and Colorado Rivers 
and now see the river more as the sum 
of its parts. It becomes one river but I 
now see the individual tributaries, the 
Roaring Fork, Crystal River, Cattle 
Creek, and all the others. I think that 
leads into the thought that you need 
to protect each one of those sources 
from threats both qualitative and 
quantitative. Quantitative examples 
would be things like increased building 
(near rivers), damaging the riparian 
area, diversions to the east slope, and 
climate change. And then qualitative 
things ... we’re seeing plenty of that in 
Parachute Creek right now.

RFC: What is one thing you would like 
to teach people related to rivers?
Helmke: It comes back to that threat 
issue. I’d like to tell people that 
threats to rivers change, and seem to 
increase with human population, for 
example, increased developments, 
extraction industries, and climate 
change. Basically, as there are more 
of us [humans] the threats just keep 
increasing, and we need to raise 
awareness that we can’t keep fouling 
our own nests ... we need to protect 
those vital arteries. 
www.roaringfork.org/wqm 
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The Vicious Cycle of Drought
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N River Watch Educates and Motivates Citizen Scientists
An interview with volunteer Dick Helmke

Colorado Drought

Drought conditions as of May 16, 2013

Support Roaring Fork Conservancy 
educational efforts in our schools. Join those 
making a difference by contributing at 
www.roaringfork.org.

Children’s Water
  

Education Fund

Dick Helmke (on right sampling Cattle Creek) 
has been a stream team volunteers for the past 
six years. Chad Rudow

For the past decade the Roaring Fork and Colorado River watersheds have experienced several periods of drought. 
Conditions in spring, summer, and fall are influenced by the amount of snowfall we get in the winter. Below average snowfall 
impacts the environment and the economy. We’ve represented some of those relationships for you to ponder here. 

Things we are doing:
• Raising awareness
• Studying impacts of drought

• Long-term planning
• Sending weekly Stream Flow 
   reports
• Promoting Water Conservation
• Pursuing short- and long-term 
   water leasing opportunities

Things you can do:
• Join Hot Spots temperature 
   monitoring team
• Modify your landscaping
• Conserve water
• Fish responsibly

To learn more visit:  
www.roaringfork.org/drought
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This summer Roaring Fork 
Conservancy will honor 
Dorothea Farris as the 
2013 Robert Billingsley 
River Conservator at 
the 14th Annual River 
Rendezvous. In her 44 
years of public service and 
community involvement 
Dorothea has championed 
public lands, wildlife, and 
rivers with incredible enthusiasm. 
Dorothea served for 12 years as a Pitkin 
County Commissioner and has served 
on a very long list of boards both 
locally and statewide. 

In the past several years Dorothea 
has helped champion the Crystal River 
through her role with the Crystal 
Valley Environmental Protection 
Association, helping to designate 
the river as one of America’s 10 
Most Endangered Rivers in 2012. 
Conditional water rights including a 
dam, along with flow and sediment 
issues all contributed to the listing of 
the Crystal, one of the longest free-
flowing rivers in Colorado. Dorothea 
knows the Crystal Valley is a special 

place to be respected and 
protected. 

“I came to Aspen in 
1957 to work at the 
[Hotel] Jerome and knew 
this place was home,” 
said Farris in May of 
last year. “This area has 
been our special place 
forever. It won’t remain 
that way unless we all 

have an active role.” For Dorothea, 
that active role has taken the form of 
service on numerous boards and offices 
to help improve the quality of life for 
people and the environment. She has 
also encouraged hundreds of other to 
protect the places we all love.

Dorothea grew up in New Jersey but 
was always intrigued by the West. She 
earned a degree from the University of 
Colorado before moving to the Roaring 
Fork Valley. Dorothea and her husband 
Doug raised their family in the upper 
Roaring Fork Valley and moved to the 
Crystal Valley in 1988.

“It is a pleasure to honor someone 
who is dedicated and committed to 
service.  Dorothea is an inspiration as 

we work to change the culture of our 
relationship with water,” says Executive 
Director Rick Lofaro.

Currently, Dorothea works as a 
community liaison and consultant 
for the Carbondale-based Heartland 
Environmental Services and serves 
on several boards and committees 
including the Thompson Divide 
Coalition, West Elk Loop Scenic 
and Historic Byway Committee, 
Colorado Natural Areas Program, and 
USFS White River National Forest 
Stakeholder Committee. She has 
traveled extensively and written several 
articles and some fiction. Dorothea has 
been honored with numerous awards 
for her public service, most recently 
receiving the Pitkin County Cares, 
Volunteer Service, Greg Mace award 
in 2012. 

When asked about the importance 
of our rivers Dorothea states, “The 
reality of a healthy river is that it not 
only provides clean water for people 
downstream, and for municipalities and 
ranchers, but provides an opportunity 
for people to witness beauty at it’s 
core.” www.roaringfork.org/rendezvous

Rick Lofaro, Roaring Fork Conservancy

Dorothea Farris Honored as 2013 River ConservatorCrystal River & Coal Basin Priorities for Action in 2013
In 2013, Roaring Fork Conservancy is working with our partners on the following projects in the Crystal River Basin:

Carbondale Water 
Conservation Project
Carbondale is being 
asked to join a Regional 
Water Conservation 
Planning effort led by 
the Community Office 
for Resource Efficiency 
and the Ruedi Water and 
Power Authority with 
support from Roaring Fork 
Conservancy (see page 8).

Request for Water 2013
Roaring Fork Conservancy 
continues to work with 
local water rights holders 
and the Colorado Water 
Trust to secure short-term 
water leases on the lower 
Crystal River. The effort 
aims to keep a critical 
amount of water in the 
lower Crystal during low 
run-off years.
www.roaringfork.org/
drought 

Coal Basin Restoration
Multi-year, multi-agency restoration 
work continues in Coal Basin to address 
sediment and water quality issues. 
www.roaringfork.org/coalbasin

Possible Wild & Scenic Designation
Wild and Scenic designation is being 
pursued on the upper Crystal River. 
Stakeholders up and down the river 
have gathered to see if the Crystal 
River can become the second river in 
Colorado with the designation. 
www.roaringfork.org/crystalriver

Land above 9000’ (depicted as white on the map to 
represent snow) is the main source of our water supply in 
the West. S.K. Mason Environmental

Thompson Divide Water Quality Study II 
A second year of analysis will build upon the 2010 
baseline water quality study and provide a broader, more 
robust understanding of the Fourmile and Thompson 
Creek watersheds. www.roaringfork.org/tdc

Kara Armano, River Stewards Steering Committee 
River Stewards Engage Young Adults

As the new chair of the River Stewards, I hope to 
engage more young river enthusiasts and further 
Roaring Fork Conservancy’s mission to bring people 
together to protect our rivers. With eleven Steering 
Committee members, including three newbies, the 
River Stewards are looking forward to a great year of 
events.

To kick off 2013, we hosted a women’s-only fly 
fishing clinic in April and two Bloating Bloopers 
nights in Carbondale and Aspen. These two nights of 
fun also served as a method to sign up participants for 
the annual River Stewards Float scheduled for June 
1. There are plans for a couple Water Talks laster in 
the summer on hot topics affecting water quality and 
quantity including climate change, drought, ditches, 
administration, in-stream flows, and more. All of 
these events are designed to be educational as well as 
an opportunity to share our passion for rivers. This 
year we will partner with other young professional 
groups in the valley to introduce them to the 
conservation issues affecting our rivers and to expand 
the River Stewards membership.  
www.roaringfork.org/stewards 

Award-Winning River Center Design
Since its inception, Roaring Fork Conservancy has 
envisioned creating a River Center where the hidden 
elements of rivers and water are revealed. Like nature 

centers that sprang up in the 1960s 
and 1970s in response to people’s 
disconnect with the environment, 
the River Center will help people 
reconnect to their watershed and 

local rivers. Part education center, part action center, part 
community gathering spot, part research hub, the River 
Center will put Basalt and the Roaring Fork Watershed 
on the map for celebrating rivers. The goal is to change 
people’s relationship with water by creating a culture that 
values water, rivers, and watersheds in our region.

In 2012, we moved design along by completing 
architecture design development and exhibit schematic 
design. The architectural design won a prestigious Merit 
Award in the Unbuilt category from the American 
Institute of Architects. The River Center Capital 
Campaign has also been revitalized with more than 
$400,000 in new contributions in 2012.  
www.roaringfork.org/rivercenter. 
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River Benefactor
($25,000 or more)
Philip & Janice Beck
Ken & Randy Kendrick
Meredith & Cornelia Long

River Protector
($15,000 - 24,999)
Dane & Carter Brooksher
Rich and Nancy Kinder

River Guardian
($10,000 - 14,999)
Clay & Louise Bennett
George & Patsy Conrades
Bill & Marilyn Getz
Joe & Ann Kercheville
Pat & Barb McMahon
Charles & Judy Tate

River Monitor
($6,000 - 9,999)
Alpine Bank
Archer & Sandie Bishop
Gary & Susan Blackie
T. Danis Charitable 
   Foundation
Hal & Eleanor Davis
Andy & Muffy DiSabatino
Jim Gilchrist & Lynn 
   Nichols
Dave & Ruthie Hoff
Tom & Ann Korologos
Pat & Jane Bolin Family
   Foundation

River Partner
($3,000 - 5,999)
David & Judy Baum
Dan & Charlotte Blanks
David & Sandy Burden
Bob & Kathy Courson
Neil & Mary Dorflinger
Bill & Joyce Gruenberg
Don & Nancy Kempf
Dick & Marianne Kipper
Harold & Bonnie 
   Kloosterman
John & Laurie McBride
Ann Nichols
Prehm Ranch
RCG Fund
Merlyn & Anita Sampels
John W. & Wendy Seiple
Taylor Creek Fly Shop / 
   Vail Resorts
Robert & Kay Watson

Rivers Council
($1,000 - 2,999)
Amy Shelton McNutt 
   Charitable Trust
Anonymous
Arch Angel Concerts
Nick & Kara Armano
Ashley Friedman Advised 
   Fund at Aspen 
   Community Foundation
Blum-Kovler Foundation
Ted & Annatje Borchelt
Bristlecone Mountain 
   Sports
Ronald & Michelle Brown
Ed & Sandy Calesa
John & Laurel Catto
David & Caryl Cherry
Carol Craig

Robert & Karen Davis
Skyler DeBoer
Dobbins Foundation
Laura Donnelley
Jack & Cindi Donovan
Ernst & Wilma Martens 
   Foundation
Robert J. & Janet Firth
Frying Pan Canyon Ranch
Berthod Motors, Don 
   Gerbaz
Cap & Jennifer Grossman
Frank J. Guyol III
Eveline Hoffman & Joel 
   Strumph
Robert & Janet Hoffman
Ned & Kay Holmes
Bob & Mary Holt
Hyde Family Foundation
Bill & Wendy Kortepeter
Steve & Ramsey Kropf
Doug & Rebecca Leibinger
Bill Van Lieshout
Reagan & Debra Majoria
John & Laura Marlow
Ann McAlpin
McKee Family Foundation
Mike & Sally McLarry
Tom & Clarisa McMahon
John & Jeanie Morris
Michael & Becky Murray
Roy & Wendy Nunn
Bette Oakes
Pike & Jan Peterson
Jerry & Kathy Petitt
Bill & Lynn Rafferty
Walt & Sue Rakowich
Bob & Joyce Rankin

Stewart & Lynda Resnick
Bill Riffle & Ruann Ernst
Jim & Judy Rifkin
Pat & Mary Scanlan
John & Nancy Schneider
Buddy & Ellen Temple
The Robert & Margaret 
   McNamara Fdtn. #3
Michael & AJ Thompson
Michael & Valerie
   Thompson
William & Anne Tobey
Herbert & Cheryl Ann 
   Towning
Dan & Pam Turley
John & Mary Ann Virant
John & Carol Walter
Brit & Sherry White
Corinne & Paul Wood
Robert & Sarah Woods
Dr. R. Douglas & 
   Alexandra Yajko

Conservation Partner
($500 - 999)
Alpine Bank Glenwood 
   Springs, Bill Sanderson
Anonymous
Pamela Bent
Bighorn Toyota, Inc., 
   Stephen Zeder
Scott & Ashley Bohn
Edward & Janie Bradley
Frank & Eileen Bresnan
Gregory Brooksher
John & Kay Callison
Robert & Arlene Cook
Crystal Valley 
   Environmental Protection
   Association
Robert & Marletta Darnall
Greg Didier & Terry Rogers
Brian & Jana Dillard
Tom & Beth Eckert
Stephen & Jennifer 
   Ellsperman
Stanley D. Gertzbein & 
   Marianne Antoniak
Jack & Cheryll Goodman
Ken & Joan Gutner
Holy Cross Energy Round-
   Up Foundation
Jack Wilkie Builder, Inc.
Chris Keller
Jim & Jan Kingham
Tucker & Whitney Ladd
Barton & Nancy Levin
Carl & Donna Linnecke
Jean Moore
George & Win Norman
Leslie & Scott Olrich
Ginny Parker
Kirk & Sue Patrick
Anne Rickenbaugh
The Susan & Ford 
   Schumann Foundation
Don & Maren Schuster
Sarah & Richard Shaw
Dick & Carolyn Shell
Lucia Swanson
Jamie Tredeaux
Robin Waters
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Gold Medal Partners
Dane & Carter Brooksher
Ken & Randy Kendrick

Roaring Fork Club Partners

Cornerstone Partners
David & Judy Baum
Hal & Eleanor Davis

Robert & Janet Hoffman
Tom & Ann Korologos

Jim & Dianne Light
Meredith & Cornelia Long
Pat & Barbara McMahon
The Roaring Fork Club
Dick & Carolyn Shell

David Wilhelm

Silver Medal Partners
Community Office for Resource Efficiency 

Nick & Judith Huston
Hyde Family Foundation
Craig & Colleen Slater

John & Mary Ann Virant
Robert & Kay Watson

Bronze Medal Partners
Elizabeth McGeachin McKee Foundation

Harold & Bonnie Kloosterman
Ann Nichols

Diane E. Schwener

Major Gifts
Sue Anschutz-Rodgers
Town of Basalt
Beaudin-Ganze Engineers
Ramiro & Mirta Betancourt
Jaquin & Isabel Blaya
Bluegreen Aspen
Robert & Grace Brod 
   Family Foundation
Edward & Sherry Ann 
   Dayton
Joseph Dockery
John & Anne Doerr
Tom & Beth Eckert
David & Kathy Finholm
Frederick W. Grover
Bruce T. Halle Family 
   Foundation
Rick & Kelly Hiser
David & Ruth Hoff
Michael & Carol Hundert
Larry Lebarre
Dan Moody
Sara Ransford
Don & Maren Schuster
William & Anne Tobey
Estate of Otto Louis Wille
Larry & Phyllis Yaw

River Center Capital Campaign  
gifts through April 2013

Community Gifts
Ashby Baker
Jack & Chris Bergstrom
John K. Binswanger
Dan & Charlotte Blanks
Jeff Brigham
William Browning
Catto Charitable Foundation
Scott Chism
Stephen & Jennifer 
   Ellsperman
Leon & Lynn Engel
Craig & Mary Fenneman
Jerry & Nanette Finger
David & Sheila Fuente
John Gavin
Karen Gray
George & Marianne Hartnett
Jeffery & Melinda Hildebrand
Scott M. Honour
Sammy & Becky Johnson
Stephen & Ramsey Kropf
Tommy Latousek & 
   Eva Malanowski
Andrew & Christine Light
Lodge at River’s Edge
Rick & Lindsay Lofaro
Bill & Debbie Montgomery
Tim & Marina O’Keefe
Gail Orrick
Stewart & Lynda Resnick
Todd & Jenny Sauer
Sopris Engineering
Robert & Sarah Woods

Rose Ann Sullivan, Kootenay Resources, LLC

Michigan Students Assist with 
Water Conservation Planning

Roaring Fork Conservancy is partnering with Ruedi Water & 
Power Authority (RWAPA) and the Community Office for 
Resource Efficiency (CORE) to bring the research capabilities 
and creativity of a team of University of Michigan graduate 
students to the Roaring Fork Valley. The students will assist with 
structuring a regional water conservation planning initiative for 
the Roaring Fork Watershed. 

A multi-disciplinary group of students from the 
University of Michigan’s School of Natural Resources & 
Environment (SNRE) will provide ideas and implementation 
recommendations for a multi-jurisdictional, regional water 
conservation plan by researching other Colorado and western 
state models and applying that knowledge to the Roaring Fork 
Watershed’s specific needs and concerns. The students will 
also provide information on community water conservation 
education and outreach programs that could be tailored 
for implementation in the watershed – including programs 
highlighting the nexus between energy savings and water 
conservation and the ecological benefits associated with 
enhanced stream flows. Members of the team include Elizabeth 
Och, Charlotte Jameson, Kara Steeland, and Emma Maack. 

“We are very pleased to be working with these four 
University of Michigan students and their distinguished faculty 
advisors on another Roaring Fork Watershed Plan initiative,” 
said Rick Lofaro, Roaring Fork Conservancy’s Executive 
Director. “The thorough and professional work provided by the 
SNRE graduate students we worked with in the past greatly 
enhanced implementation of the Roaring Fork Watershed Plan.  
I know Roaring Fork Conservancy and its partners will be in a 
much better position to move forward with this regional program 
with the assistance of this new team of students from Michigan.” 

This is the second group of SNRE graduate students to work 
with Roaring Fork Conservancy on a major water resources 
project. During 2010, five SNRE Master’s program students 
worked to identify models of governance systems that promoted 
collaborative watershed-scale management, and recommended 
approaches to public outreach and education for the Roaring 
Fork Watershed Plan. www.roaringfork.org/watershedplan

Four University of Michigan graduate students are working with Roaring Fork 
Conservancy to study regional water conservation planning in an effort to 
help the Roaring Fork Watershed develop a regional water conservation 
plan. The team includes (from left to right): Elizabeth Och, Charlotte 
Jameson, Kara Steeland, Emma Maack. University of Michigan

Board & Staff Flows
Ted Borchelt joined the 
Board last fall. He is a real 
estate broker with Aspen 
Snowmass Sotheby’s and a 
25-year resident. He and his 
family live in Carbondale.

Valerie Yaw, principal 
at Bluegreen also joined 
the Board this winter. Val 
helped create our young 
river enthusiast group, the 
River Stewards, which 
engages 25-40 year-olds.

Elise Osenga joined 
the education team this 
winter and has already 
taught hundreds of students 
about water, rivers, and 
watersheds. Elise previously 
taught environmental 
education in Denver.

Elizabeth Munn, grad 
student at the University of 
Michigan, joins us as a Wyss 
Scholar and will assist with 
regional water conservation 
planning, education and 
outreach, and river flow 
work.

 

Bill Hoblitzell just received 
his Master’s from NAU. 
He has guided whitewater 
rafting in the U.S. and India 
but calls Colorado home. 
He is working with us as a 
Wyss Scholar on the Crystal 
River Assessment Project. 

Austin Owen returns 
for her third summer as 
our Development Intern. 
Austin spent the fall of 
2012 in Morocco studying 
abroad and will enter her 
senior year at University of 
San Diego in the fall.

Kristjan Danis, Program 
Intern, spent his youth in 
California and high school 
in Japan before attending 
CU-Boulder where he 
just completed his junior 
year. Kristjan is passionate 
about the outdoors and its 
preservation.
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Jay Webster
Hugh & Mary Wise
Bill & Jean Wunderlich
Larry & Phyllis Yaw

Spawnsor
($200 - 499)
Alpine Bank Basalt
Sue Anschutz-Rodgers
Becky Ayres
Chuck Bellock & Maggie 
   Morrison
Bob Blackburn & Ann 
   Smulka
Bruce & Lynn Bowen
Stephen Brint & Mark 
   Brown
Norm & Beverley Brown
Dennis & Penny Carruth
Franklin & Barbara Carson
Dennis & Dexter Cirillo
Colorado River District
David Corbin
John & Susan Cottle
Christopher Crenner
Bruce & Pamela Earthman
Gerald & Zoe Eskin
Paul & Mary Fee
David & Kathy Finholm
Nancy & Wolf Gensch
Girl Scouts of Basalt
Glenwood Springs Ford,
    Jeff Carlson
Barbara Gold
Dean Greenberg
Kay Hagman
Barbara Hammer
Margot & Dick Hampleman
Timothy Handley
Harry Teague Architects
Kristen Henry
Roger & Katherine Hinds
Barbara Hirsch
Tim & Marcee Hobbs
Michael & Carol Hundert
Anne & George Jameson
Glen & Lynn Jammaron
James Jennings
Brian & Kathy Johnson
Gary & Nancy Johnson
Kyle & Kirsten Johnstone
George & Sandy Kahle
Jeffrey Kallenberg
Bill & Carolyn Kane
Stephen & C.P. Kanipe
James & Linda Landers
Donald & Mimi Leslie
Kendra Liebert
Andrew & Christine Light
Jim & Dianne Light
John & Casey Livingston
Jeff & Dianne Lizotte
Rich Lofaro
Rick & Lindsay Lofaro
Verna Lofaro
Fred & Claudia Lummis
John & Tina MacDonald
Lynn & Frances Mayhan
Richard & Peggy 
   McClintock
Timothy & Donna McFlynn
Brett Meredith

Michael Miller & Carol 
   Murphy
Rick Neiley & Maria 
   Maniscalchi
Patrick, Miller, Kropf &
   Noto, P.C.
Tom & Merbie Payne
Everett Peirce
Sondra Pfeffer
Henry Pitot & Kika Dudiak
Bill Pope & Christy Lee
Wesley & Yvette Powell
Jim Boyle & Marta Riordan
Pamela Ross
Philip & Marcia Rothblum
Walter & Carol Ruch
Andy & Cindy Russell
Will Sands
Bob Schultz
Rob & Diane Schwener
Herb & Earlene Seymour
Thomas & Martha
   Singleton
Pat & Lorraine Spector
Stephen & Sandy Stay
Travis Stewart
John Swomley & 
Jennifer 
   Roberts
Harry & Karin Teague
The Nick DeWolf 
   Foundation
Wenert Trich
Trout Unlimited 
   Ferdinand Hayden 
   Chapter
Michael & Suzanne 
   Vernon
Michael & Rhonda Vess
Cynthia Wayburn
Margie Weber
Sam & Kris Weller
David & Susan Young

Outfitter
($100 - 199)
Kea Hause
Bob & Barb Andre
Skip Behrhorst & Donna
   Fisher
Jane Billingsley
John K. Binswanger
Bill Blakeslee
Stuart & Lotta Brafman
Walter & Lida Bross
Darrell Brown & Suzanne
   McNitt
Winifred Brown
Molly & Steven Child
Scott & Susan Chism
Bonnie Colby
Sven Coomer & Mary 
   Dominick
Marcia Corbin
Kristine Crandall
Bill & Martha Drake
Leroy & Janice Duroux
Lassiter Electric Inc.
Ellen T. Knous, CPA
W. Durand Eppler & Jean 
   Scandlyn
Suzanne Farver & Clint Capp

Bill & Jane Frazer
Robert & Amy French
Carol Gaudin
Christopher & Martha 
   Granger
Bill & Barbara Grant
Ann Gregory
Steve & Linda Hanger
Kim & Maura Harrower
Robert & Sue Hess
Stephen & Karen Hessl
Gail & Phil Holstein
Eliza Hotchkiss
Keith Ikeda
Samuel & Ann Johnson
Albert & Susan Kern
Darrell & Deborah Kirch
Jim Kirschvink & Martha 
   Moran

Michael & Nancy Kish
Richard & Cil Klamper
Steve Knous
Maggie Kromer
William Langley
Dave & Rosella Leety
Richard & Jean Leety
Bill & Carol Lightstone
Janet Lohman
Gifford Maytham
Michael & Martha McCoy
Heidi McGuire
Bob Millette & Maggie
   Pedersen
Bob & Janet Mineo
Thomas & Emily Neel
Eric Nelson
Werner E. & Judy Neuman
Charles & Meredith Ogilby
Bert & Lorna Petersen
James & Hensley Peterson
Bill & Liz Phillips
Craig & Yosefa Platt
Susan Heitner & Mead 
   Ploszay
Ken & Emily  Ransford
Anita Rayburn
Troy & Kristen Rhudy
Robert & Myra Rich
Samaneh Rodarte

Tom & Katie Rubel
Jim Schreier & Jean 
   Turner Schreier
Seven Star Rebekah
   Lodge No. 91
Bill Spence & Sue Edelstein
Paul Squadrito
Gerard Tomasso & 
   Sherry Caloia
Chris & Susan Touchette
Michael & Mary Vrabac
Wally & PeppyDallenbach, 
   Colorado 500, Inc.
William Waring & Nell 
   Pape Waring
Living Wise & Energy
   Efficient
Gayle & Richard Wells
Mary Logan Wolf

King Woodward

Basic Member
($25 - 99)
Allen Adger
Paul & Anita Adolph
Dee Ahlstrom
Craig  A. Amichaux
James Aresty & Nancy 
   Pickard
Bruce & Gerry Barker
Jim & Ruth Barnes
Timothy Bauer
John & Liz Bokram
Stevie & Gregory S.
    Bovee
JoeBob Bower
Ernie & Betty Bradley
Ted & Karen Bristol
Claire Britt
Geoffrey S. Brooksher
Mrs. James Bulkley
Cameron & Ann Burns

Jack Butterfield & 
   Jeanne Beaudry
Oni Butterfly
Roger & Helen Carlsen
Scott R. Carter
Susan Rhea & David Carver
Jon Chapman
Barbara Collins
Michelle Collins
Anne S. Cooke
Steven Deliyianis
Sharon DeQuine
Chuck & Doris Downey
Susan Downey
Lee Ann Eustis
Zetta F. Feder
Mark Feinsinger
John & Mary Lou Flynn
Mark Fuller & Penny Atzet
Chris & Mary Elizabeth 
   Geiger
Jennifer Gibbons
James Gilliam & Connie 
   Overton
Leslie T. Gray
Hawk Greenway & Shelley
   Supplee
Krys Greenwood
Jason Groves
Alice Gustafson

David Hamilton
Margaret Hammel
Dick & Jane Hart
Dick Helmke & Marice Doll
Bentley & Sandy Henderson
Tim & Cheryl Heng
Mark & Brigitte Hilberman
Frederick & Barbara Hiort
Ann Hodges
Karl Hoff
Joanne N Hrabovsky
Michael Hutton & PJ 
   Wallace
David Hyman & Barbara 
   Reid
Jim Jensen
Ken Johnson
Sammy & Becky Johnson
Sarah Johnson
Ruth Johnston & O.B. 
   Johnston lll
Ryan Kalamaya
John Katzenberger & Deb 
   Jones
Ann Keller
John & Mary Killebrew
Ryan Kinder
Mark Lacy & Sharon Clarke
Ronald & Lorchid Larue
Terry Lee
Mary Lilly
Brian & April Long
Howie Mallory
Kathleen Mann
Debbie & Mike Marienthal
Buzz & Shirley McArthur
Jerry & Pat McGrew
Paul & Lee Michaels
Joe Mollica
Jim Morris & Anne Byard
Mt. Daly Enterprises, LLC
Mark Munger & Lauren
   Hirsch Munger
Darrell & Jane Munsell
Gordon Nelson
George & Liz Newman
Richard Parachini
Tom & Julie Paxton
Bill Pedersen
Kenneth & Lynn Plank
Stan Pliska
Karen S. Price
Robert & Carolyn Purvis
Robert & Gabrielle 
   Rafelson
Shirley Rhudy
Rachel Richards
Valerie & Herschel Richter
Ken Riley
Roaring Fork Valley Co-op
Chad & Tiffanie Rudow
Fritz & Trudy Rudow
Greg & Heather Rydell
Larry Schneider, MD
Judith J. Schramm
Tom Sharkey
Bill & Pat Sharp
Mark & Jocelyn Shelton
Mark & Nancy Silverman
Joyce Smink
Susan Spielman
Alan Stengel

Bruce & Nancy Stevens
John Stickney & Lee 
   Beck
Bruce Stolbach
Stephen Straub
Ned Sullivan
Mitchell & Kathleen 
   Sydoryk
Megan Talbott
Armand & Nancy 
   Thomas
Stanley Trulock & 
   Sheila R. Markowitz
Andrea Tursky
Kellie Ulrich
Steve Vanderleest
Ellen Vaughan
Linda Vidal
Monique Vidal
Stella A. & Michael 
   Wagner
Julian & Mary Norma 
   Weinkle
Bart Weller
John Werning
Brigitt Widmer
Marilyn Wilmerding
Lee Wilson
Marion, Jean & Hayden
   Winkler
Dottie Wolcott
Bob Wolff
Ron & Mary Wolff
Suzanne Wolff & Gary 
   Tennenbaum
Gary & Thelma Zabel
Ed & Cindy Zasacky
Julie Zeagler
Catherine Zimney & 
   Raymond Schmahl

Other
($1 - 24)
Beverly A. Campbell
Heather Compton
Mary Dorais
Mark & Judy Feinsinger
Carolyn Golbus
Tim Hagman
Nick Kilbourn
Marian Perregaux
Don Shinault
Irma Yurchenco

Business 
Membership
Aspen Associates Realty 
   Group
Aspen Guide Service  
Aspen Wastewater 
   Inspections, LLC  
Backbone Media
Berthod Motors, Don 
   Gerbaz
Blazing Adventures
Bluegreen Aspen
Brandt Feigenbaum, P.C. 
Defiant Bean Roasters 
Elk Mountain Expeditions
ET Fab LLC  
Fin’s Grille

Fitzgerald Landscaping &
   Design
Fuller Consulting
Gran Farnum Printing &
   Publishing
Incline Ski
JLT LLC
Karp Neu Hanlon  
Lacroux Streeb
Lone Star Landscaper
On The Table Aspen
Peak to Peak Wellness  
RK Wolff-Safety 
   Consulting Inc.  
Schmueser Gordon Meyer 
Sprinklers Etc., Inc.
Stan Clauson Associates, 
   Inc.
State Farm, Aspen & 
   Basalt, Wayne Harris
Studio Tectonic
The Canine Consultant  
The Marlow Group
TJ Concrete 
   Construction, Inc.
Treadz
Wai Sup
Xssentials

River Steward 
Membership
Kara Armano
Heather Becker
Dan Berg
Shaun Cagley
Connor P. Coleman
Jeff Conklin
Shayla Groves
April Long
Brian Long
Nick Kilbourn
Natasha Lucero
Dan McMahon
Molly McMahon
Rachel Polver
Monica Viall
Cal Viall

In Honor of Rick Neiley & 
   Maria Maniscalchi
Elyse Elliott & Jeremy 
   Bernstein

In Honor of Ann Nichols
John & Kay Callison

In Memory of Georgie
   Leighton
Ned & Janet Cochran

In Memory of Dale & Jean 
   Christensen
Dave & Diana Flett

In Honor of Andy Fromm & 
   Laurie Bomba
Jeff & Rhonda Fromm

In Honor of Mark Fuller & 
   Penny Atzet
Kristen Henry

In Honor of Rick Lofaro
Peter & Nancy Hoffmann

In Memory of Tom Richardson
Gail & Phil Holstein

In Honor of Ian McLendon
Rob & Katie Holton

In Honor of Devon Hutton
Michael Hutton & PJ
   Wallace

In Honor of Kitz Goodman’s 
   Birthday
Paul & Leslie Lux

In Honor of Arlene Cook’s 
   60th Birthday
Phyllis Martinez

In Honor of Bud & Sandra 
   Mulcahy
Lee Mulcahy

In Memory of Ed Perregaux
Marian Perregaux

In Memory of Richard 
   Goldstein
RCG Fund

In Memory of Spyros Skouras
Charles & Judy Tate

In Honor of Polly Pollard
Gerry Terwilliger & Anna 
   Naeser

In Memory of Grace Brod
Michael & AJ Thompson

In Memory of John Wenisch
Letitia Wenisch

In Kind
Backbone Media
Clark’s Market
Digital Dimensions
Jack & Cindi Donovan
Eco Products
Elk Mountain Expeditions
Edie & Wes Engstrom
Dylan Gibson, D.M.D.
Jim & Mary Griffith
Alpine Ace Hardware
Dave & Ruthie Hoff
Limelight Hotel
Mount Sopris 
  Conservation District
Jane Ogden
Rachel Anne Polver
Roadside Gallery
Paul Sanders & Rose Ann
   Sullivan
Summit Canyon 
   Mountaineering
The Gear Exchange
Treadz
Cynthia Underwood
Ute Mountaineer, LTD
Village Inn 

Supporting 
Organizations
Aspen Skiing Company
Aspen School District
Aspen Center for 
   Environmental Studies
Aspen Community 
   School
Aspen Country Day 
   School
Aspen Historical Society

Aspen Skiing Company
   Environment 
   Foundation
Basalt Elementary School
Basalt Middle School
Town of Basalt
Blue Lake Preschool
Breckenridge Heritage 
   Alliance
Carbondale Community 
   School
Carbondale Community 
   United Methodist 
   Church
Carbondale Middle 
   School
City of Aspen
Clerk of Court, Eagle 
   County  Court Div. II
Colorado Water Trust
Colorado Dept. of Public 
   Health & Environment
Colorado River District
Cornerstone Classical 
   School
Crystal River Elementary 
   School
Glenwood Springs 
   Elementary School
Glenwood Springs Middle
   School
Green Mountain Coffee 
   Roasters, Inc.
Limelight Hotel
Mount Sopris 
   Conservation District
Pitkin County
Pitkin County Open 
   Space and Trails
Public Counsel of the 
   Rockies
Roaring Fork School 
   District RE-1
Snowmass Club
St. Mary of the Crown 
   Church
St. Stephens Catholic 
   School
St. Vincent’s Church
The Roaring Fork Club
Thrift Shop of Aspen
Town of Carbondale
Waldorf School on the 
   Roaring Fork
West Divide Water 
   Conservancy District
White River National
   Forest
  
Thank you to all of our 
Stream Team, River Clean-
Up, Education and Event 
Volunteers! 

We appreciate the 
opportunity to recognize 
every donor. If we have 
inadvertently omitted your 
name, please contact us so we 
may correct our error.

RIVER CURRENTS 
is published by Roaring Fork 
Conservancy twice annually. 
Roaring Fork Conservancy is the 
watershed conservation organization 
for the Roaring Fork Valley. Our 
mission is to inspire people to 
explore, value and protect the 
Roaring Fork Watershed. We are 
an independent 501(c)(3) not-for-
profit organization based in Basalt, 
Colorado, the geographic center 
of the Roaring Fork Watershed. 
Roaring Fork Conservancy was 
founded in December 1996 to bring 
people together to protect our rivers. 
We appreciate your support and 
comments.

ROARING FORK  
CONSERVANCY 
P.O. Box 3349
200 Basalt Center Circle #120
Basalt, Colorado 81621
Tel: (970) 927-1290
Web: www.roaringfork.org
E-mail: info@roaringfork.org

Board of Directors:
Ramsey Kropf, President
Rick Neiley, Vice President
Jennifer Sauer, Secretary
Ted Borchelt
Carter Brooksher
Stephen Ellsperman 
Jim Light
Rick Lofaro
Don Schuster
Diane Schwener, Past President
Jacque Whitsitt, Basalt Town Rep.
Larry Yaw
Valerie Yaw

Program Staff & Associates:
Rick Lofaro, Executive Director
Claire Britt, Office Manager
Sharon Clarke, Watershed Action Dir.
Kristjan Danis, Program Intern
Moss Driscoll, Water Policy
Bill Hoblitzell, Wyss Scholar
Seth Kurt Mason, Hydrology
Sarah Johnson, Education Coordinator
Elizabeth Munn, Wyss Scholar
Tim O’Keefe, Education Director
Elise Osenga, Educator
Austin Owen, Development Intern
Chad Rudow, 
    Water Quality Coordinator
Rose Ann Sullivan, 
     Strategic Partnerships
Heather Tattersall,  
    Watershed Action Coordinator
Sarah Woods, Director of Philanthropy

Roaring Fork River Wes MacCachran

Thanks to our newsletter sponsor:
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River Rendezvous14th Annual

Dallenbach Ranch
     on the banks of the

              Fryingpan River

saveTHEdate                 wednesday 
10th july 2013

protect our rivers  

DESIGN  Schwener Design  |  PHOTO  Williams Lake Reflection by Jamie Tredeaux    

www.roaringfork.org/rendezvous


