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Message from Board President  
and Executive Director

I am often reminded that life is all about balance. 
Eating a healthy meal is often balanced by a nice 
dessert. Colorado blue bird days are best enjoyed after 
a blustery gray snowstorm. Writing newsletter articles, 
running a nonprofit and fundraising requires I renew 
my spirit with time spent fishing and hunting. In the 
water world, this search for balance exists between 
wet years and dry years, supply and demand, natural 
and human communities. Dry years where we work 
hard to enhance flows, protect fish, and preserve our 
stream health are balanced by the wet years, like 2023 
where, much like a fish in a cold mountain stream, 
we feel like we can breathe again. Perhaps we relax a 
bit as we feel the collective tension around the valley 
dissipate like snowflakes on a powder day or dust 
during summer monsoons. However, when we are not 
operating to survive a drought, we spend much of our 
time planning for how we can be more resilient the 
next time an inevitable dry year hits. One way we do 
this is through the projects you’ll read about here. The 
other happens behind the scenes or more accurately 
at the dining room table, coffee shop, or conference 
room where we meet with partners, community 
members, teachers, and more to discover the places 
where water unites us. Where we find unlikely 
partners who come from different backgrounds and 
perspectives and create a unique opportunity to find 
a common ground that balances and enhances the 
work that we do each day.

The water community is not without its share of 
extremes and controversies. However, at Roaring 
Fork Conservancy (RFC), when we have the 
opportunity to find some common ground, we 
learn to see a situation from a new perspective. 
This allows our staff, students, and community to 
think outside our usual boxes in unravelling water 
issues, dissipating historic conflicts, and dissolving 
barriers to future problem solving. For example, our 
innovative education program connected students 
from the Aurora School District with Basalt Middle 

School students through good old fashioned letter 
writing. These students, united by a water source at 
the Fryingpan headwaters, exchange letters sharing 
how mountain life in Basalt may differ from the 
urban life in Aurora and how both use and interact 
with water. In places where adults are often in 
conflict about the use of this water, the students 
are building relationships that could, perhaps, be 
the relationships of the future adults who play a 
key role in solving these problems. In a similar vein, 
RFC staff spent much of 2023 working closely with 
several agricultural producers and water rights 
holders on drought resiliency projects to explore 
how soil health can impact annual yield and water 
usage. Historically at odds over water, common 
ground was easily found between the ranching 
community and our watershed group because of 
a shared concern over persistent drought and lack 
of water resources, and belief that agriculture is 
crucial to Roaring Fork Valley’s economy, ecology, 
and culture. Our water quality team united state, 
federal, and local agencies over concerns of elevated 
metals content impacting wildlife and ecosystems 
from Lincoln Creek down the Roaring Fork. Bringing 
together a diverse group to investigate, sample, 
and understand the causes of disturbance and 
potential for remediation. On the Crystal River, the 
restoration at Riverfront Park in Carbondale creates 
a balance between ecological instream and riparian 
uses with town water rights and recreational public 
spaces. The project demonstrates the delicate 
balance of maintaining multi-use areas.

While so much in water is controversial, there are 
so many opportunities to learn a new perspective 
and find innovative ways to compromise and create 
beneficial outcomes - even if they’re not perfect 
solutions. So while we all hope for big desserts, 
bluebird days, and abundant fish, we will continue to 
maintain balance and fight for the rivers - maybe even 
more so on the hard, hot, and dry days.



5

RFC’s Agricultural Drought Resiliency project focuses on three main areas:

PEOPLE 
Using surveys to understand 
how demographics, 
geography, agricultural 
activities, and conservation 
program attributes relate to 
people’s willingness to adopt 
water conservation measures.

WATER 
Using satellite imagery and 
water rights administration 
proxies to assess the outcomes 
of reducing water use on fields 
across different locations.

SOIL 
Conducting f ield experiments 
to see how various soil 
health practices can reduce 
the impact of reduced water 
application during droughts 
or conservation activities.

Photo: Heather Lewin

Summarized from Lotic Hydrological’s “Promoting Agricultural 
Drought Resiliency: Research & Field Investigations”.

Farmers and ranchers in the Roaring Fork Valley are 
coping with the effects of prolonged drought. Reduced 
access to water can potentially impact operational 
sustainability and prof itability. This, coupled with 
skyrocketing land values and a decline in interest in 
ranching among younger generations, places pressure 
on some producers to sell land and/or shift productive 
f ields to other uses. 

The residents of the Roaring Fork Valley and Western 
Colorado collectively benef it from the existence of 
irrigated agriculture. Irrigated f ields are aesthetically 
pleasing, contribute to local food supplies, and 
maintain open spaces for wildlife habitat and 
migration. Lost irrigated lands may be followed by a 
proliferation of dry, weed-infested f ields or by a rapid 
transition of large acreages to hardened urban and 
sub-urban development.

Implementation of water conservation programs across 
the state is one strategy proposed to reduce risks that 
persistent drought, growing populations, and changing 
climate place on a f inite water supply. Voluntary, 
temporary, and compensated water conservation 
programs and policies are gaining traction as the most 
acceptable and viable means for achieving consumptive 
use reduction goals, but no reliable data is available 
on how to characterize likelihood of participation in 
conservation programs among diverse groups of water 
users and how successful different water conservation 
practices are in different geographies and soil types. 
This limits our understanding of water conservation 
outcomes for people and streams in the places where 
programs may be implemented in the coming years.

RFC along with scientists at Lotic Hydrological 
and four local ranch owners have formed a multi-
year partnership to pilot water conservation efforts 
by modelling different crops in different locations 
and exploring on-the-ground soil amendments in 
an effort to enhance understanding of innovative 
ways to maintain a way of life so integral to western 
communities past, present, and future… when that 
future holds a water supply that cannot meet the 
growing demands.

Water, Soil and Agriculture:  A Close Connection
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After years of collaborative work in design, redesign, outreach, fundraising, and 
planning, the f irst phase of work in the Crystal River Restoration at Riverfront 
Park was completed in the summer of 2023. This multi-benef it project will 
not only improve the reach at hand, but also serve as an example for similar 
projects elsewhere on the Crystal and other local rivers. 

GOAL: Restore the ecological integrity of the riparian zone through streambank 
stabilization, reconnection of the f loodplain, and replace invasive weed communities 
with healthy and diverse riparian plant regimes. 

Action: Riparian grading and reseeding with erosion control were completed to 
reconnect the f loodplain and the river. Dedicated access points for angler access 
and rustic trail systems were created to protect wildlife habitat and mitigate 
social trails. Additional spring plantings will enhance habitat, provide wildlife 
shelter and forage, increasing shading and improve riverine temperatures.

GOAL: Implement a long term, self-sustaining solution to improve river channel 
stability, f ish habitat and spawning areas by promoting conditions that support and 
enhance instream biotic structure and diversity. 

Action: Installed bank improvements to increase stability, decrease erosion, 
reduce bank height, and help re-establish riparian vegetation. These 
modif ications provide shade and in-stream structural diversity for f ish. The 
recreated thalweg in the lower reach, below the upgraded diversion structure, 
will create a cool water channel at low f lows to re-establish f ish passage and 
enhance habitat. 

GOAL: Create a self-sustaining diversion and head gate structure for the Weaver 
Ditch to function as part of the river system while improving the water delivery for the 
Town of Carbondale and consistent with future ditch improvements and eff iciencies. 

Action: The redesigned Weaver Ditch diversion structure functions as a stable 
part of the stream, requiring minimal in-channel upkeep. The project also 
added a maintenance access point to eliminate channel disturbance when 
maintenance is necessary. 

GOAL: Enhance passive user experiences of Riverfront Park through interpretive 
signs, trails, gathering spaces, and educational programs. 

An improved access from Crystal Bridge Drive will provide the only accessible 
trail to the Crystal River within Carbondale Town limits. Additionally, an 
entrance area with new fence and gate will help enforce seasonal bald eagle 
closures and remind users of park rules and amenities. An outdoor classroom, 
visible from the bridge, doubles as river access and informal gathering area.  
These enhancements provide river access while protecting sensitive ecological 
areas by directing people into areas designated for recreation and gathering. In 
spring 2024, additional interpretive signage will highlight the unique ecological 
components of the park and other educational opportunities.

Photos provided by River Restoration and DHM Design.

Crystal River Restoration at Riverfront Park: Phase 1 Complete!

“It is hard to contemplate how the Crystal River Restoration Project would have ever gotten to the construction phase 
without the assistance and expertise of  Roaring Fork Conservancy. Whether it was gaining buy-in from other project 

partners, grant writing and management, public outreach or technical expertise, Heather, Rick and other members of the 
Conservancy staff were integral in the project and the project’s success.”

Kevin Schorzman, Carbondale Public Works Director
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Fall 2023 was incredibly busy for the RFC water 
quality team. Just how busy? During a six-
week period from late September through early 
November the team conducted the most intensive 
and diverse amount of f ield work ever completed 
during a fall in RFC history! This obviously 
meant water quality staff (with volunteer help 
at times) were in the f ield most days of the week 
during this period regardless of weather or other 
conditions. What may not be as obvious is the 
fact that for every day in the f ield, many hours 
are required on the front end to prepare supplies, 
calibrate equipment, and work out logistics and 
scheduling. Then, on the back end additional 

time is needed to process, log and ship samples, 
disinfect equipment, and f inalize paperwork, not 
to mention all the time spent organizing gear and 
loading and unloading cars!

While the amount of work completed and 
hours involved was substantial, another aspect 
really stands out. Upon ref lection of this fall’s 
accomplishments, it became apparent that the 
variety of projects in terms of location, type, and 
scope, as well as the signif icant partnerships 
needed to meet these goals is the real story when 
thinking about the success of the season. Check 
out this amazing diversity of projects and partners: 

PROJECT WATERBODY PARTNER(S)

Alpine Lake Algae Sampling Linkins and Independence Lakes Independence Pass Foundation                          
University of Colorado

Baseline Macroinvertebrate Samping 13 sites basin-wide River Watch of Colorado                    
RFC Water Quality volunteers

Baseline Water Quality Monitoring 22 sites basin-wide River Watch of Colorado                    
RFC Water Quality volunteers

Capitol Creek Stream Gauge Installation Capitol Creek Colorado Water Conservation Board  
Capitol Creek Caucus

Cattle Creek Water Quality Study Cattle Creek Garfield and Eagle Counties

Fryingpan Didymo Survey Fryingpan River

Fryingpan Macroinvertebrate Sampling Fryingpan River Colorado Water Quality Control Division

Nitrate Watch Citizen Science Program 22 sites basin-wide Izaak Walton League of America

North Star Macroinvertebrate Sampling Roaring Fork River in  
North Star Preserve Pitkin County Open Space and Trails

Outstanding Waters Project Hunter, Woody, Avalanche, and 
Middle Thompson Creeks

Colorado River Basin Outstanding 
Waters Coalition

Quick Response Metals Sampling Lincoln Creek and Upper Roaring 
Fork River Colorado Parks and Wildlife

“I would choose RFC on my sampling crew any day. They are dedicated, experienced, and 
meticulous when collecting water samples. In a recent collaboration to investigate water quality 

issues in the Roaring Fork headwaters composed of local, state and federal partners, RFC’s 
contribution stood out. In addition to robust sampling experience, their local knowledge, 

professionalism, scientif ic integrity, and commitment to transparency make them integral to water 
quality projects.”   Megan McConville, Ph.D., River Watch Program Manager 
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Fall Field Season:
Packed with Projects and Partners
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Water
Quality

RFC has a multitude of ongoing stream health monitoring projects, each with  
different goals and timelines depicted below.

  Participated in EPA-led partnership 
of government agencies and non-profit 
organizations investigating elevated 
metals in Lincoln Creek. 

  Enlisted by Pitkin County Open 
Space and Trails to initiate water 
quality monitoring on Brush Creek and 
macroinvertebrate sampling on the 
Roaring Fork in North Star Preserve. 

  Assisted the Colorado Water 
Conservation Board and Capitol Creek 
Caucus with installation of a stream 
gauge on Capitol Creek for a joint 
instream flow project.  

  Technical advisor for the City of 
Glenwood Springs and the Glenwood 
Springs River Commission on stream 
health, outreach, and policy projects.

  Taught water quality monitoring 
protocols to 40 students, teachers, and 
watershed groups at the annual River 
Watch State Training in Cedaredge, CO.

  Provided River Watch water quality 
training for Middle Colorado Watershed 
Council staff and Glenwood Springs 
Middle School students. 

  Participated in Middle Colorado 
Watershed Council’s Technical Advisory 
team for post Grizzly Creek Fire water 
quality monitoring.

Because of RFC’s long-term, 
rigorous water quality monitoring 
experience, we continue to be called 
upon by local, state, and national 
organizations to provide resources, 
support, and technical expertise. 
Here are some highlights of our 
2023 work:

5 10 15 20 25

Water quality monitoring at 22 sites across the watershed with help from volunteer stream teams.

Survey the algae Didymosphenia geminate (Didymo) at 7 Fryingpan River sites 3 times per year.

Loggers measure stream temperature hourly at 3 Fryingpan River sites year-round.

Water quality and stream flow monitoring at 3 Cattle Creek sites 4 times per year.

Loggers measure stream temperature hourly on the Roaring Fork River, Crystal River, and Cattle Creek year-round.

Study the presence of algae and algal blooms in alpine lakes each fall.

Survey anchor and surface ice biweekly at 7 Fryingpan River sites throughout the winter.

Completed 7 rounds of water quality monitoring on Avalanche, Hunter, Middle Thompson, and Woody Creeks over 2 years.

Macroinvertebrates sampled at 23 sites across the watershed over 2 years.

Collected time-sensitive metals samples in the Roaring Fork River and Lincoln Creek 2 times with Colorado Parks and Wildlife.

BASELINE  
WATER QUALITY

FRYINGPAN  
RIVER DIDYMO

FRYINGPAN RIVER  
TEMPERATURES

CATTLE CREEK  
WATER QUALITY

STREAM  
TEMPERATURES

ALPINE LAKE  
ALGAE

FRYINGPAN RIVER 
ANCHOR ICE

OUTSTANDING  
WATERS

MACROINVERTEBRATES

QUICK RESPONSE  
METALS SAMPLING

PROJECT DURATION (YEARS)
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Photo: Jennifer Brown
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What do Aspen Country Day School, Basalt Elementary 
School, Basalt Middle School, Glenwood Springs 
Elementary School, Roaring Fork Valley Homeschool, 
and Sopris Elementary School have in common? 
They are all receiving yearlong watershed science 
programming with RFC.  

Students at these seven schools located between 
Aspen and Glenwood Springs are building deep 
knowledge of river systems through experiences that 
foster connection and inspire positive action. The 
programs delivered are designed to create multiple 
connections between students and their environment 
which is essential for promoting river stewardship. 

The Roaring Fork Valley Homeschool Group joined 
RFC for yearlong programming in 2023. This amazing 
group is comprised of homeschool families that 
participate in community education throughout 
the school year. This group, which meets monthly 
with RFC instructors, consists of students from 
preschool to middle school and their parents, who 
attend and participate in every class. Students are 
grouped according to their age and dive into topics 
such as snow science, riparian habitats, river biology, 
conservation, and hydrology. Regular programming 
allows RFC to foster relationships and build on 
previous knowledge, which is essential for creating 
a sense of community and sparking positive action. 
Families learn together through play, experimentation, 
and discussion. It is inspiring to watch students 
lead discussions with their parents and share their 
enthusiasm with each other. Each class has become a 
series of moments in which everyone learns from each 
other; students, parents, and RFC instructors.  

The impact of year-long watershed science programs 
is signif icant. Students who participate in these 
programs develop a strong understanding of the 
importance of river systems and the role they play in 
our environment and lives. They also learn about the 
challenges facing our rivers and the steps they can 
take to protect them. By inspiring young people and 
their families to become river stewards, RFC is helping 
to ensure that our rivers remain healthy and vibrant 
for generations to come. 
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The Gift of Time

“Our goal for planning a year-long program with RFC was for the students to build a strong understanding of the riparian ecosystems and deepen 
their personal relationship to the watershed where they live. Each month, as we meet in different locations throughout the Roaring Fork Valley, 

the students are learning about new parts of the ecosystem as well as seeing repeating themes. The kids love the hands-on learning opportunities 
and making connections to real life places. Working with the same instructors all year also gives our kids a chance to get to know them and the 
instructors are able to adapt the program to the kids. We’ve been so grateful to collaborate with RFC on this year-long learning adventure!”

Rachel Mulry, Roaring Fork Valley Homeschool Group
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E D U C AT I O N  I M PACT S
Roaring Fork Conservancy taught 295 education programs making  

over 6,200 contacts in 2023!

16 Watershed Explorations were offered in 2023 
including river floats, hikes through riparian 
habitats, snowshoe hike, and excursions to  
view fireflies and orchids in rare thermal 
wetlands. 239 individuals participated in 
2023 Watershed Explorations. 

27 Summer Camp, Basalt Regional Library and 
After School programs reached 333 youth.

14 Participants in two, 1-day Fly Fishing Clinics.

COMMUNITY EDUCATION

54 1st year raft guides received River Ecology 
Interpretation training.

2 State-wide professional conference presentations 
reached 178 participants.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Roaring Fork Conservancy educators 
taught 234 river and watershed related 

school programs reaching

4,436 STUDENTS

SCHOOL PROGRAMS

 2,170 Elementary School students
 2,050 Middle School students
 216 High School students

Roaring Fork Conservancy honored with a  
2023 Award for Excellence in Environmental Education

The Colorado Alliance for Environmental Education 
awarded RFC’s Watershed PenPal Program with a 2023 
Innovative Environmental Education 
Program Award. 

RFC’s Watershed PenPal program 
unites students from Basalt, 
Colorado with students in Aurora, 
Colorado by reaching across 
the Continental Divide to create 
relationships through old fashioned 
letter writing and current technology. 
Aurora Water’s Environmental and Educational 
Outreach program helped forge a connection 
with the partner school in Aurora - Vista Peak 
Exploratory. The City of Aurora and the Roaring 
Fork Valley both utilize water from the headwaters of 
the Fryingpan River, making this a transbasin project 
and relationship. In today’s heightened need for 
water, we often face conflict and territorial battles. 

This program aims to create positive relationships 
through communication.

Through a series of shared classes, Google Slides, 
videos, and fun activities, students in both 

Aurora and Basalt learn about where their 
water comes from and why it’s important to 
value, conserve, and protect this life-giving 
resource. As a part of the program, students 
also meet their pen pal through Google 

Meets. RFC launches the Watershed PenPal 
program in Aurora by traveling to the partnering 

school to meet the students and teach the first class 
that connects them to their headwaters and pen pals.

This project approaches water use by creating 
connections, teaching about water systems, and 
building positive relationships. Students learn that 
the only way forward is through understanding 
earth’s natural systems, each other, and the 
knowledge that we are all water users.

of education
programs took place
at The River Center

35%
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 The Brooksher Watershed Institute 
Since 2019, The Brooksher Watershed Institute has hosted local, state, regional and 
national water leaders who provided presentations to the public addressing our most 
precious resource, water. Five in-person programs were offered in 2023, and each program 
provided opportunities for participants to engage in dialogue with these water leaders. The 
topics covered a lower basin perspective on the Colorado River, partnering with beavers 
to restore Colorado’s mountain wetlands, getting to know the people within the entire 
Colorado River Basin that depend on the river, “A River Out of Time” film screening, and a 
field drawing workshop and art exhibition. The programs had over 374 attendees.

More information about The Brooksher Watershed Institute, including recorded 
presentations, slides, and related reports, are available at  
roaringfork.org/education-and-outreach/brooksher-watershed-institute/.

 25th Annual Fryingpan & Beyond River Cleanup 
Volunteers for the 25th annual Fryingpan & Beyond River Cleanup had a week to clean up 
road and stream-side debris. Over 125 residents and visitors picked up trash along 14 miles 
of road adjacent to the Fryingpan River, the Roaring Fork River from Aspen to Glenwood 
Springs, the Crystal River, and even along the Colorado River. 

 River Stewards
RFC’s River Stewards, a dedicated group of young professionals, spearhead community 
engagement events to inspire young river enthusiasts to explore, value, and protect the 
Roaring Fork watershed. These passionate individuals helped with the Fryingpan and 
Beyond River Cleanup, participated at the Runoff Party and River Float, ran several social 
media campaigns, volunteered at river restoration projects, and were instrumental in 
putting together the User Guide to the Lower Roaring Fork River. 

 City of Glenwood Springs River Commission
RFC participated in the Glenwood Springs 8th annual 
RiverFEST event. Over 140 volunteers cleaned up trash along 
streams and rivers throughout Glenwood Springs and ended 
with lunch and festivities.

 “Iron Fly” Fly Tying Competition
Roaring Fork Valley Fly Fishing Club and RFC co-hosted 
the 7th annual Iron Fly Competition at the Tipsy Trout in 
early February. Iron Fly is a fly tying event combined with 
a little, friendly competition. Competitors are provided 
with secret and “funky” materials that must be used in each 
creative fly tied. Over 100 people attended this fun-filled annual 
fundraiser for both organizations. 

 Carbondale Boat Ramp Work Day
RFC partnered with Colorado Parks and Wildlife, Roaring 
Fork Fishing Guide Alliance, Town of Carbondale, Boulder 
Boat Works, and River Stewards for a Carbondale Boat 
Ramp Workday. Over 30 volunteers accomplished a much 
needed face lift for one of the busiest boat ramps in the 
state!  Volunteers trimmed and cleared vegetation to improve 
parking and river access; relocated boat tie-off points, replaced 
directional and informational signage; moved restrooms 
and dumpsters to a safer location; and improved parking 
configuration and traffic flow.

 Runoff Party: Get River Ready with RFC
Over 50 river lovers attended RFC’s first Runoff Party. River 
users, from novice to professional, came to learn about fishing, 
flows, snowpack, water quality, river etiquette and safety, and 
how-to’s and best practices, all in effort to get ready for the 
summer floating season.

 16th annual River Float 
After a three year hiatus, RFC’s annual River Float returned 
this year and sold out in record time!  Believing that the best 
way to learn about the river is to get on it, RFC staff and boat 
ambassadors taught participants about local wildlife, water 
rights, riparian habitat and more, and pointed out RFC-owned 
conservations easements along the way.  

 User Guide to the Lower Roaring Fork River
This new guide was created to help novice and experienced river 
users. Contained within the user guide are boat ramp etiquette, 
floating etiquette, fishing etiquette, fish identification, universal 
river signals, the importance of riparian areas and a floating safety 
checklist. The user guide also has a map of the Lower Roaring Fork 
River identifying boat ramps, intersections on main streets, public 
restrooms, in-stream hazards and a detailed map of the Carbon-
dale Boat Ramp, one of the busiest boat ramps in the state.  The 
user guide is printed on waterproof paper. The QR code on the 
guide leads river users to a website with links to U.S. Geological 
Survey stream gages, information about transmountain diver-
sions, conservation easements within riparian areas, Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife river closures, and the option to download a 
digital copy of the user guide at  
roaringfork.org/education-and-outreach/river-user-guide/. 

Community 
Outreach and 
Engagement

Photo: Sue Rollyson
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https://roaringfork.org/education-and-outreach/brooksher-watershed-institute/
https://roaringfork.org/education-and-outreach/river-user-guide/
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CARTER  
BROOKSHER  

AND THE  
BROOKSHER  

FAMILY
National Council  

Supporter Spotlight

WHAT HOOKED YOU WITH RFC?
Honestly, fishing is what hooked me on to RFC. I started fishing with my parents in Missouri at the age of 5. This early in-
troduction to water made me an angler for life, and I couldn’t wait to fish in the famed Roaring Fork Valley when we moved 
here in the late 1990’s. My husband Dane and I were founding members of the Roaring Fork Club, and when I learned of a river 
organization in Basalt created by the Roaring Fork Club and the Town of Basalt, I knew it was a perfect fit. I have always been 
involved in environmental organizations wherever I lived, and I was excited to bring my experience to RFC.

WHAT MADE YOU DECIDE TO GIVE YOUR FIRST GIFT?
(Laughing) When I joined the board of directors in 1998, I knew I also had to be financially involved as a donor. I had recently 
stepped down as the founder and President of the Women’s Board of the Brookfield Zoo in Chicago. This unique and tal-
ented group of women were responsible for fundraising for much of the zoo’s activities, and they modeled themselves after 
the women’s boards of the symphony, opera, and museums in Chicago. In a similar effort, Dane and I supported The River 
Center from day one, and helped with the inception of the River Rendezvous fundraiser. Our family has supported RFC as Na-
tional Council members for the past 25 years and are proud that our adult children are continuing our legacy. RFC has played 
a special role in our lives in Basalt, and it’s been a wonderful experience to be part of the organization’s growth and success, 
especially seeing the River Center come to life as a vibrant part of the community and having the honor of the popular Brook-
sher Watershed Institute bearing our name.

WHAT DO YOU WISH PEOPLE KNEW 
ABOUT RFC?
RFC was one of the first watershed groups formed on the Western slope at a 
time when water was not the popular issue that it has become today. I joined 
the organization within a few years of its formation, and I have seen the prog-
ress and success of RFC over the past two decades. I’m not sure people know 
how much RFC has contributed to the health of the watershed along with the 
community awareness and education in a place where many take these things 
for granted. RFC continues this amazing work in the valley and our family is 
so pleased to have been a part of the team for so long.  

In loving memory of Dane Brooksher. 

Thank You to our  Thank You to our  
2023 National Council!2023 National Council!

Representing all parts of the United States, RFC National Council members make annual
membership contributions of $1,500+. This support serves as the foundation of our 
funding and enables us to serve as a voice for the rivers, execute sound river science, 

inform decision-makers, and educate the next generation of river stewards.

Judy & David Baum
Charlotte & Dan Blanks
Pat & Jane Bolin
Annatje & Ted Borchelt
Sue & Mike Bowlin
Gina & Tucker Bridwell
Carter Brooksher
Cedric & Mary Anne Burgher
Barbara & Franklin Carson
Shawn Cheadle
Caryl & David Cherry
Ellen & Gary Davis
Mara & David Deniger
Rana Dershowitz &  

Brian Rose 
Muffy & Andy DiSabatino
Neil Dorflinger
Frances & Neil Douthat
Bill Riffle & Ruann Ernst
Mary & Paul Fee
Gary & Susie Fisher
Ruth & Dan Flournoy
Barb & Karl Friedman
Denise & Andy Goldfarb
Karen Gray-Krehbiel &  

John Krehbiel
Mary & Jim Griffith
Jennifer & Cap Grossman
Valerie & Jack Guenther
Marnie & Lee Hogan

Eric & Andrea Hollerbach
Adam Holt
Dan & Mary Horn
Melissa & David Hotchkin
Michelle Hubbard
Grace Ewing Huffman
Judith Huston
Stacey & George Kelly
Randy & Ken Kendrick
Tammy & Tom Kenning
Dick Kipper
Sally & Jim Klingbeil
Bonnie & Harry Kloosterman
Melissa & David Knight
Wendy & Bill Kortepeter
Rosemarie Lavender 
Rebecca & Doug Leibinger
Dianne & Jim Light
Cornelia Long
Maria Maniscalchi
Laura & John Marlow
Ann McAlpin
Janet McAlpin
Laurie & John McBride
Victoria McLane
Clarisa & Tom McMahon
Pat & Barb McMahon
Janna & Tom McNicholas
Mac McShane &  

Cynthia Calvin

Michal Ann Brimm & 
Michael McVoy

Katherine & Steve Meier
Natalie & Duwayne Miller
Jean Moore
Barbara Neal
Rick Neiley
Lynn Nichols & Jim Gilchrist
Jane & Clarke Nims
Diane Oshin &  

Sid Mandelbaum
Jodi & Russell Owens
Sue & Kirk Patrick
Sherry & Brooks Reed
Sarah Broughton &  

John Rowland
Mary & Pat Scanlan
Michelle & Dieter Schindler
Maren & Don Schuster
Carolyn & Dick Shell
Maria & Jock Stafford
Sandy & Stephen Stay
AJ & Michael Thompson
Amy & Doug Throm
Anne Tobey
Joey & Anna Tumminello
Becky & Doug Walker
Gayle Waterman
Kay & Robert Watson
Marie & Bill Wise

If you’d like to join RFC’s 2024 National Council, please contact Sheryl Sabandal, sheryl@roaringfork.org.  
Listing reflects memberships received between November 2022-November 2023 membership term.
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$50,000+
Atlantic Aviation
Pat & Barb McMahon
Ryan Craft

$15,000 - $49,999
Judy & David Baum
Fredman Family Foundation Inc.
Cornelia Long

$10,000 - $14,999
Alpine Bank
Carter Brooksher
Barbara & Franklin Carson
Mary Jane Wahl Gearns Foundation
Marnie & Lee Hogan
Melissa & David Hotchkin
Bonnie & Harry Kloosterman
Juliet & Alex Martins
Jane & Tim McMahon
Barbara Neal
Carolyn & Dick Shell
Maria & Jock Stafford
Anne Tobey

$5,000 - $9,999
Tim & Charla Belinski
Charlotte & Dan Blanks
William Brandt
Gina & Tucker Bridwell
Shawn Cheadle
Caryl & David Cherry
Eleanor Davis
Mara & David Deniger
Neil Dorflinger
Ruth & Dan Flournoy
Anonymous
Stacey & George Kelly
Dick Kipper
Wendy & Bill Kortepeter
Dianne & Jim Light
The MacMeier Foundation
Ann McAlpin
Janna & Tom McNicholas
Felton Rhodes
Community Foundation for a greater 

Richmond 
Safran Living Trust
Michelle & Dieter Schindler
Slifer Smith & Frampton
Becky & Doug Walker

$1,500 - $4,999
Aspen Business Center Foundation
Michael & Gail Attas
Steve, Lisa, & Matt Ayres
Suzanne & Randall Baird
Bank of America
Beaufort Foundation
Annatje & Ted Borchelt
Polly & Murry Bowden
Sue & Mike Bowlin
Janie & Edward Bradley
Michal Ann Brimm & Michael McVoy
Cedric & Mary Anne Burgher
Cynthia Calvin & Mac McShane
Cinda & Michael Carron
Betsy & Jim Chaffin
Chrissy Cleverly
Carolyn & Dr. Nick Cole
Patsy & George Conrades
Ellen & Gary Davis
Rana Dershowitz & Brian Rose 
Muffy & Andy DiSabatino
Frances & Neil Douthat
David & Marsha Dowler
East West Partners
Bill Riffle & Ruann Ernst
Mary & Paul Fee
FirstBank
Janet & Robert Firth
Gary & Susie Fisher
Robin Grathwol
Karen Gray-Krehbiel & John & Krehbiel
Mary & Jim Griffith
Jennifer & Cap Grossman
Valerie & Jack Guenther
Eric & Andrea Hollerbach
Dan & Mary Horn
Wendy & Stephen Huber
Breckie & Matt Hunt
Judith Huston
Adobe Inc.
Tammy & Tom Kenning
Jan & Jim Kingham
Sally & Jim Klingbeil
Scott Kloosterman
Melissa & David Knight
The Kroger Company
Michael Latousek
Rosemarie Lavender
Rebecca & Doug Leibinger

Janet McAlpin
Victoria McLane
Sarah & Tim McMahon
Dan & Mia McMahon
Natalie & Duwayne Miller
Gail Mizner & Michael Kendrick
Jean Moore
Jeanie & John Morris
Kendra & Nick Nagey
Barbara Nelson
Lynn Nichols & Jim Gilchrist
Jane & Clarke Nims
Diane Oshin
Jodi & Russell Owens
Sue & Kirk Patrick
Robert Pew & Susan Taylor
Reese Henry & Company Inc.
Jackie & Dave Rummel
Mary & Pat Scanlan
Maren & Don Schuster
Sandy & Stephen Stay
AJ & Michael Thompson
Amy & Doug Throm
Carol & Mack Trapp
Joey & Anna Tumminello
Mary Ann & John Virant
Gayle Waterman
Kay & Robert Watson
Marie & Bill Wise
Phyllis & Larry Yaw

$500 - $1,499
A Squared Associates
Brion & Betsy After
Mercy Bach & Jay Skyler
Katie & O’Connor Bailey
Stephen & Susan Baird
Bonner & George Ball
Gerry & Bruce Barker
McLean & Scott Bayens
Ted Behar
Skip Behrhorst & Donna Fisher
Eric Berry
Pat & Jane Bolin
Althea & Randy Brimm
Lindsay & Shaun Cagley
Ruth Carver
Chevron Employee Matching Funds
Jeff & Brittany Conklin
Mac Cunningham
Sarah & Chris Daniels
Laura Donnelley

DuBose Family Foundation
Bruce & Pamela Earthman
Gail & Monte Edlund
Jen & Stephen Ellsperman
Suzanne & Stefan Evanoff
Eric Everett
Melanie Falk
Nancy Ferrillo
Amy & Robert French
Dyana & Dr. Bert Furmansky
Alfred Gardner
Jessie Goff
The Gorman Foundation
Frank J. Guyol
Laura & David Hardid
Blair & Samuel Hartnett
Casady Henry
Nancy & Charlie Hess
HNTB
Ruthie & Dave Hoff
Rebecca Holland
Kay & Ned Holmes
Adam Holt
Katie & Rob Holton
Carol & Michael Hundert
Keith Ikeda
Nina Beardsley Itin & Tim Itin
Rochelle & Alan Jacobson
Mike & Laura Kaplan Advised Fund at
Aspen Community Foundation
Nancy & Michael Kish
Kelly Klein
Tom Korologos
Kovler Family Foundation
Ramsey Kropf
Jenny & Charles Kurtz
Mark Lacy & Sharon Clarke
Kristi Lamb
Erika & Rob Leavitt
Richard Lofaro
Claudia & Fred Lummis
Rita & John Madden
Steven Mattics
Lee & Paul Michaels
Andy Mueller
Elaine Nagey
Rick Neiley
Vince Nichols
John Nicholson
Marian & Ronald Norman
Sherry Odenthal
Butch Orben
Frank S. Peters & Marjory M. Musgrave
Libby Pettit & Scott Buhrdorf

Edwin Piper
Anne & Tim Racke
Evan & Emily Radler
Sara Ransford
Sherry & Brooks Reed
Hope & John Reese
Jodi Richard
Gino Rossetti
Andy & Ivette Rothschild
Mary & Robert Schoofs
Craig Scott
Kris Shea
Kathryn & Benton Smallpage
Christina & Kile Smith
Roddy & Ashley Stieger
Valerie & Rit Thompson
Cynthia & Fisher Trigg
Kelly Turner
Lynne & David Uhl
Donald Verser & Sarah Flournoy
Jane & Bruce Warren
Allyson & Walter Weathers
Margie Weber
Patti & Jay Webster
Nancy & Ted White
Donn Willins & Alex Yajko
Tammy Wolcott
Carolyn Workman & Kurt Wacker

$100 - $499
Cindy & Daniel Adams
Anonymous
Oak Applegate
J Gary Augustson
Anne Austin-Clapper
Rebecca Ayers
Kathryn A. Bailey
Anne & Tom Baker
Barnes Pearson & Rudow PC
Currie & Thomas Barron
Brian Beazley
Chuck Bellock & Maggie Morrison
Sallie & Tom Bernard
Morgan, Robert, Aleischa, Emily  

& Kate Bert
Christi Blish
Emily & George Bohmfalk
Linda Bonder & David Garten
Kip Bossong
Lynn & Bruce Bowen
Pauline Bowles
Clare Bronowski
Margie & Paul Broome
Darrell Brown & Suzanne McNitt

Kacey Brumelle
Tim Burns
Jorine & Marc Campopiano
Pete Canoni
Helen Carlsen
Georgia Chamberlain & John Foulkrod
Todd Christman
Lance Clark & Susan Philp
David Corbin
Laurie Coryell
Carol Craven
Robert Cross
Joseph Crotty
Paul D’Amato & Beth Cashdan
Brian & Andy Davies
Sherry Ann & Ned Dayton
Jeffrey Dean
Victoria Delf
Kyler Deutmeyer
DHM Design Corporation
Quinn Donnelly
Ashley & Bill Dopf
Molly & Scott Dorais
Laurie Dows
Caroline Duell
Nancy Dunlap
Tom & Lynn Dunlop
Don & Susan Edmonds
Elyse Elliott & Jeremy Bernstein
Scott Ely
Lee & Mary Ann Erb
Sandra Eskin
Bill Fales & Marj Perry
Greg & Kathy Feinsinger
Arthur Ferguson
Cindy & Larry Fite
Dr. Lisa Fitzwilliams
Donald J. Fleisher
Diana & Dave Flett
Barb & John French
Darlene & Tom Fridstein
Mark Fuller & Penny Atzet
Shaun Gabbard
Linda & Mark Giesecke
Judy & Andy Girardot
Katherine & Shawn Gleason
Anne Goldberg
Jean & David Goldstein
Krystina Greenwood
Sandy & Darryl Grosjean
Liz Gustafson
Dorothy Hamill
Elizabeth Hansen
Tal Hardman

Gifts and Contributions - Gifts and Contributions - Roaring Fork Conservancy acknowledges our generous donors and program sponsors.
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Gifts and Contributions - Gifts and Contributions - 

Shaun Hargrave
James Harrison & Mary Jo Kimbrough
Susan Hartnett
Steve & Carol Haskins
Edward & Robin Haugland
Megan Hayes
Jeff Heidemann
Susan Helm
Kristen Henry
Sherry & Rick Herrington
Sue & Robert Hess
Cindy Hester
Jesse Hill
Marcee & Tim Hobbs
Ann Hodges
Nancy & Peter Hoffmann
Linda & Gregg Hollomon
Linda Holthaus
Ed Holub
Aaron Hoover
Dayna Horton
Malin Howard
Dan Howard
Mark Hubley
Janis & George Huggins
Katie Hunsberger
David Hyman & Barbara Reid
Molly Irwin & Joshua Fogg
Sandy Jackson
Sandra & Peter Johnson
David Jones
Denise Jurgens & Kevin Messerschmidt 
Ryan Kalamaya
John Katzenberger & Deb Jones
Marianne & Mark Keating
Mak Keeling
Chris Keller
Stacey K Kelly - Christie’s International  

Real Estate
Carol & Peter King
Lani Kitching
Yvonne Klausmann
Kate Kloosterman
Ellen Knous
Keith Krebs
Karen Kribs
Megan Lamb
Marianne & Bill Lederer
Kayla & Jim Lehmann
Chris Lemons
Allison Lewin
Maureen Lewin
Christine & Andrew Light 
Shana Light

Carol & Bill Lightstone
Susan Linden
Jamie Lofaro
Lindsay & Rick Lofaro
John Long
Charles Long
Charlene Long
John Meredith Long Murphy
Ryan & Jessica Lowe
Tracey Lucks
Cynthia & Richard Luczyski
Pamela & Craig Mackey
Howie Mallory
Megan & Ryan Marcinkowski
Talon Marquard
Barbie & Michael Maxson
Buzz & Dot McArthur
Marc McCurry
Bob McDonough
Joann McElravy
Heidi McGuire
Kevin McLaughlin
Clarisa & Tom McMahon
Bibiana Medina & Ward Smith
George Meier
Shelly & Jay Merriam
Melissa Meuzelaar
Bob Millette & Maggie Pedersen
Barbara & Jons Milnor
Mary Beth and Gregg Minion
Doyen & James Mitchell
Andy Modell & Rebecca Doane
Ashley Moffatt
Franklin Montross
Amy Moore
Richard Moore
Kirsten & Rob Morey
Rick Morrison
Sue & Greg Mozian
Mark Munger & Lauren Hirsch Munger
Will Murphy
James Murphy
Mary Jo Murphy
Judy Nespeca
Ken Neubecker & Paula Fothergill
Bill & Leslie Neveu
Carolyn & James O’Donnell
Janet & Robert Olson
Gail & Jim Owens
Henrik Parker
Terri & Bill Parsons
Rebecca Paschal
Ian Paton
Robert & Marci Pattillo

Melinda & Norman Payson
Anne Peck
Will Perry & Judy Fox-Perry
Carol Hood Peterson & Brooke Peterson
Hensley & James Peterson
Henry Pitot & Kika Dudiak
Bonnie & Kenneth Pletcher
Brook & Dave Portman
Jayne & Bill Poss
Andrija Prodanovic
Carolyn & Robert Purvis
Rebecca Ragan
Emily & Ken Ransford
Bob Ratner
Lauren Raymond
Jeff & Lauren Read
John Rehl
Kristen & Troy Rhudy
Lee Riciputi
Anne Rickenbaugh
Judy & Jim Rifkin
Riley Family Advised Fund at Aspen 

Community Foundation
Enid Ritchy
Nancy Rivin
Kathy & Bill Rodman
Pamela Ross
Trudy & Fritz Rudow
Karen & Yuani Ruiz
Heather Rydell
Mary & Loren Ryerson
Paul Salmen
David Santini
Jenny & Todd Sauer
Bradley Schmidt
Diane & Rob Schwener
Christopher G. Sharrow
Carolyn & Dan Shipp
Nancy & Mark Silverman
Margaret & Mike Simmons
Annie & Spencer Sinclair
Jeff Sirbu
Darrell Smith
Katie Soden
Patricia Soderberg
Aspen Snowmass Sotheby’s  

International Realty
Lorraine & Pat Spector
Jill Speed
John Starr
Alan Stengel & Karen Barch
John Stickney & Lee Beck
Brooke Stott
Gretchen Straub

Lauren Street
Alison & Carl Strelecki
Lucia Swanson
Harry Teague
10xPeople
Tori & Tony Thompson
Gerard Tomasso & Sherry Caloia
Christopher Trautner
Kate Van Schaack
Robin Van Norman
Chris Vaughan & Sarah Miller Vaughan
Linda Vidal
Kyle Waddick
Kayla Wagner
Stella Wagner
Colin Wagoner
Stace Wallace
Cynthia Wayburn
Gayle & Richard Wells
John Werning
Julia & John Whipple
Tina White
Lara & Marc Whitley
Katy Williams
Mary & Hugh Wise
Mary & Ron Wolff
Suzanne Wolff & Gary Tennenbaum
Susan & David Young

$25 - $99
Ron Acee
Marianne Ackerman
Anita & Paul Adolph
Michael Agostinho
Tanya Allen
Bridgette & Ryan Anslyn
Elizabeth Arpey
Matt Bailey
Ruth & Jim Barnes
Marisa Bartnik
James Benson
Nell & Bill Birk
Judie Blanchard
Quint Brown
Margaretta Bruegger
Jack Butterfield & Jeanne Beaudry
James Callaway
Toni Cerise
Molly & Steven Child
Kendall Joan Christianson
Barbara Collins
Michelle Collins

Karen & Terry Conklin
Justin Cordonnier
Kathy Cox
Helen Davis
Claire & Ray Delacqueseaux
Marilyn Finegold
Chris & Mary Elizabeth Geiger
Chris & Connie Geiman
Jon Gibans
Louise Glaser
Donna & Bernie Grauer
Cheri Grinnell
Toddi Gutner
Ali Hager Hammond
Caitlin & Jamin Heady-Smith
Dick Helmke & Marice Doll
Elyse Hetland
John Hoffmann & Kim Stacey
Viola L Huber
Katie Hyman
John Illeman
Mary Ann Inouye
Wayne & Jo Ann Ives
Suzanne Jackson
Stephanie Janiga
Jim Jensen & Jeannie Russell
Greg Jeung
Gwen & Gilbert Johnson
Asha John
Eric O. Johnston
Shelley Kaup
Bill Kelly
Mitch Kenney
Mary & John Killebrew
Karen Koch
Mary Lackner
Becky & Jack LaCroix
Trevor LaLonde
Ann Larson
Terry Lee
Helen Leeke
Penny & Don LoFaro
Verna Lofaro
Lorra Longamore
Natasha Lucero-Conklin
Kathleen Mann
Joan Matranga
Michele McClinton 
Robert Merritt & Jeanette Darnauer
Minted LLC
Chris Mullen
Ann Mullins

Stephanie Munk
Lauri G. Nelson
Anonymous
Maureen O’Brien
Christine & George O’Hara
Jane Orahood
Dede B. Osborn
Rachel Owens
Richard Parachini
Chet Parker
Ralph Parker
F J Pearson
Kim & Mike Petrie
Tom Rinderer
Joanne Rock
Gerry Roehm
Tiffanie & Chad Rudow
Richard Sachson
Rick Sayre
Nick Schaffer
Rebecca Schild
Judith Schramm
Sara Shainholtz
Stephen Shapiro
Andrew Skewes
Lauren & Nicholas Sontag
Walter Stoeckl
Heather Stolz
David Swersky & Geni King
Kathleen Sydoryk
Gregg Ten Eyck
Jon Thompson
Kristin Tita
Grace Tritschler
Alyse Vollmer
Ryan Vugteveen
Hunt Walker
John & Patricia Weisbart
Lori & Kenneth Williams
Jan Williams
Ryan Williams
Lee Wilson
Dottie Wolcott

This list reflects cumulative donations from
January - December 2023. (Does not include
event auction purchases or invoice payments.)

Roaring Fork Conservancy acknowledges our generous donors and program sponsors.Gifts and Contributions - Gifts and Contributions - Roaring Fork Conservancy acknowledges our generous donors and program sponsors.
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In memory of Art Bowles
Pauline Bowles

In memory of Dane Brooksher
Janet & Robert Firth
Pat & Barb McMahon

In memory of Dale & Jean Christensen
Diana & Dave Flett

In memory of Mary Dorflinger
Eleanor Davis

In memory of Phil Helman
Bibiana Medina & Ward Smith

In memory of Paul Kinney
Kathryn A. Bailey

In memory of Ann Korologos
Tom Korologos

In memory of Bob Kramer
Victoria McLane

In memory of David M. Long
Morgan, Robert, Aleischa, Emily & Kate Bert
Pete Canoni
Linda Bonder & David Garten
Steve & Carol Haskins
Elyse Hetland
Charlene Long
Christine & George O’Hara

In memory of Dick Nelson
Barbara Nelson
Rit Thompson

In memory of Joseph L. Tita
Kristin Tita

In memory of Joey V
Richard Lofaro

In memory of Michael Snowgoose Wagner
Stella Wagner

In memory of LeRoy and Martha Waterman
Judith Huston

In memory of Tony Welgos
Elizabeth Hansen
Dayna Horton

In memory of Brit White
Judy & Andy Girardot
Ms. Sherry Odenthal

In memory of Alder Wise
Kim & Mike Petrie

In honor of Andrew Sebastian Bartnik
Marisa Bartnik

In honor of Jim Light
Mac Cunningham

In honor of Maura Lofaro-Harrower
Nancy Hoffmann

In honor of Rick Lofaro
Verna Lofaro

In honor of Mary Jo Murphy
Chris & Mary Elizabeth Geiger
Will Murphy

In honor of Kristan Pritz
Patricia Soderberg
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Partners
Alpine Bank
American Rivers
American Whitewater
Aspen Camp of the Deaf and Hard  

of Hearing
Aspen Center for Environmental Studies
Aspen Community School
Aspen Country Day School
Aspen Global Change Institute
Aspen High School
Aspen Skiing Company
Aspen Valley Land Trust
Atlantic Aviation
Audubon Rockies
Aurora Water
Basalt Elementary School
Basalt High School
Basalt Middle School
Basalt Regional Library
Blue Lake Preschool
Bridges High School
Bureau of Land Management
Capitol Creek Caucus
Carbondale Chamber of Commerce
Carbondale Community School
Carbondale Middle School
City of Aspen
City of Aspen Clean River Program
City of Aspen Parks & Open Space
City of Glenwood Springs
Clean Space Project
Colorado Ag Water Alliance
Colorado Basin Roundtable
Colorado Department of Public Health and 

Environment
Colorado Division of Reclamation, Mining 

and Safety
Colorado Parks and Wildlife
Colorado River Water Conservation District
Colorado Rural Water
Colorado State University (SPUR)
Colorado Trout Unlimited
Colorado Water Conservation Board

Colorado Water Trust
Compass for Lifelong Discovery
Crystal River Environmental  

Protection Association
Dakota Valley Elementary
DHM Design
Eagle County
Eagle River Watershed Council
Ecoflight
Friends of the Yampah
Garfield County
Glenwood Canyon Restoration Alliance
Glenwood Springs Community Center
Glenwood Springs Elementary School
Glenwood Springs Middle School
Glenwood Springs River Commission
Growing Years Preschool
Healthy Headwaters Working Group
Independence Pass Foundation
International Game Fish Association
Lotic Hydrological
Marble Charter School
Middle Colorado Watershed Council
Mount Sopris Montessori Pre-School
Mount Sopris Montessori School
Mountain Studies Institute
National Fishing in Schools Program
National Weather Service, Grand Junction
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Nichols/Gilchrist Family
Northwest Colorado Council of 

Governments - Water Quality and Quantity 
Pitkin County
Pitkin County Emergency Management
Pitkin County Environmental Health
Pitkin County Healthy Rivers Board
Pitkin County Library
Pitkin County Open Space & Trails
Redoubt Construction
River Restoration
River Watch of Colorado
Roaring Fork Fishing Guide Alliance
Roaring Fork Outdoor Volunteers

Roaring Fork Valley Fly Fishing Club
Roaring Fork Valley Homeschool Group
Ross Montessori School
Rotary Club - Snowmass Village
Ruedi Water and Power Authority
Sage Grantwriting and Consulting
Snowmass Arts Advisory Board
Snowmass Water & Sanitation District
Sopris Elementary School
Spradley Farms
St. Stephen Catholic School
State of Colorado
Sunlight Mountain Resort
TACAW
The Mountain School
The Pew Charitable Trusts
The Roaring Fork Club
The Thrift Shop of Aspen
Town of Basalt
Town of Carbondale
Town of Eagle
Town of Gypsum 
Town of Silt
Town of Vail 
Turnabout Ranch
Twin Lakes Reservoir and Canal Company
Two Rivers Community School
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
U.S. Forest Service
U.S. Geological Survey
University of Colorado Boulder
Vista Peak Exploratory,  

Aurora School District
Waldorf School on the Roaring Fork
Water Education Colorado
Western Landowners Alliance
Western Resource Advocates
White River National Forest
Wilderness Workshop
Winter Wildlands Alliance
Yampatika

To make a tax-deductible contribution, please visit www.roaringfork.org/donate

or contact Sheryl Sabandal, Development Director, at sheryl@roaringfork.org.

Gifts and Contributions - Gifts and Contributions - Gifts and Contributions - Gifts and Contributions - Roaring Fork Conservancy acknowledges our generous donors and program sponsors.

2023 Premier Business Membership
Altitude Advisory, LLC
Barnes Pearson & Rudow PC
Blazing Adventures
Bristlecone Mountain Sports
Crystal Fly Shop

Incline Ski and Board Shop
Jordie Karlinski - Compass Real Estate
K and W Concrete, Inc.
Karp Neu Hanlon
Land Design 39
LB-West LLC

Odell Brewing
Organic Return
Proudline Guided Flyfishing
RJ Paddywacks Pet Outfitter
Stacey K Kelly - Christie’s International  

Real Estate

2023 Underwriter Business Membership
Alpine Bank  |  DHM Design Corporation  |  East West Partners  |  Ferguson Schindler Law Firm  |  OpenSnow

2023 Standard Business Membership
Altitude A.V.
Aspen Fly Fishing

JD Fly Fishing
Maley Building Corporation

Roaring Fork Fishing Guide Alliance
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2023 OPERATING EXPENSES

2023 OPERATING REVENUES

26

2023 Expenses
Programming  $655,777

Fundraising  $181,977

Administration  $350,553

Watershed Action  $46,555

Total  $1,234,861*

2023 Revenues
Events $323,096
Grants  $150,620
Memberships/Donations  $530,584
RETA  $50,797
Programming  $42,780
Other  $61,147

Total                          $1,159,024

* Capital improvements funded by reserves. 
Roaring Fork Conservancy is an independent 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization registered in the state of Colorado. 
Roaring Fork Conservancy donor records are not sold, exchanged, or provided to any outside organization in any way.

Staff  

Rick Lofaro 
Executive Director

Heather Lewin 
Director of Watershed  

Science & Policy

Christina Medved 
Director of  

Community Outreach

Sheryl Sabandal 
Development Director

Megan Dean 
Director of Education

Chad Rudow 
Water Quality  

Program Manager

Elliott Audette 
Business Manager

Matthew Anderson 
Water Quality Technician

Jennifer Brown 
Education Program Coordinator

Andrea Tupy 
Ecologist 

Shashi Neerukonda 
Science & Policy Specialist

Eva McDonough  
Summer Event Coordinator 

Sydney Picard 
Environmental Educator  
& Outreach Specialist

Alexis Hitzeroth 
Watershed Educator

Cailyn Raper 
Watershed Educator

Program Consultants 

Seth Kurt Mason 
Lotic Hydrological, LLC 

Jessica Mason 
Lotic Hydrological, LLC

Beck Brooks 
Fishing Instructor

Board of Directors 
Pat McMahon 

President

George W. Kelly III 
Vice President

Michelle Schindler 
Secretary/Treasurer

Jeff Conklin

Rana Dershowitz

David Knight

Jim Light 

Rick Lofaro 
Executive Director 

Don Schuster

Diane Schwener

Larry Yaw 

River Stewards  
Steering Committee 

Quinn Harnett
Alex Heller

Emery Holton
Jordie Karlinski, chair

Nick Kilbourn
Leah Mancabelli

PJ Murray
Chris Vaughan

Volunteers 

Lisa Ayres
Steve Ayres
Ted Behar

Alissa Broom
Betty Cabral
Marice Doll

Sheldon Doolan 
Liz Gustafson
Dick Helmke

George Johnson
David King 
Lacy King

Jim Kirschvink
Patty Lecht 

Jennifer Long 
Buzz McArthur 

Amy Moore
Jean Moore

Martha Moran
Lesley Morse

Shannon Outing
Tom Skutley
Crosby Vail

George Wear

Uncredited photographs provided by Matthew Anderson, Jennifer Brown, Rick Lofaro, Christina Medved, Sydney Picard, and Chad Rudow.

Photo: Christina Medved

Programming
4%

RETA
4%

Other 
5%

Memberships/
Donations 

46%

Events
28%

Grants
13%

Watershed Action 4%

Programs
53%

Fundraising
15%

Administration
28%

2023 Financial Summary Roaring Fork Conservancy
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Since 1996, Roaring Fork 
Conservancy has inspired people 
to explore, value, and protect 
the Roaring Fork Watershed. We 
bring people together to protect 
our rivers and work hard to keep 
water in local streams, monitor 
water quality, and preserve 
riparian habitat.

As one of the largest watershed 
organizations in Colorado, 
Roaring Fork Conservancy serves 
residents and visitors throughout 
the Roaring Fork Valley through 
school and community-based 
Watershed Education programs 
and Watershed Science and 
Policy Projects including regional 
watershed planning, water 
resource policy initiatives, stream 
management, and restoration. 

www.roaringfork.org
970.927.1290  

ROARING FORK CONSERVANCY
The River Center • 22800 Two Rivers Road • Basalt, CO 81621


